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   PREFACE 

                                        The Passion that Drives  

 My husband and I were born and raised in the southwestern part of India.  We came from very similar 

cultural backgrounds in spite of the fact that he grew up in a Christian home and I in a Hindu home. My 

husband’s mother, being a believer, tried to raise her 4 boys in the Christian faith while her husband 

showed little interest in religion. I, on the other hand, believed in many gods and worshipped them the 

way my family taught me to do. Part of being a Hindu meant believing in evil spirits, magic, horoscope 

and witchcraft; these practices may sound terrible but it was just the lifestyle that we knew. I was taught 

to believe that all religions lead to the same summit; Jesus, like Krishna is just one of the gods and to 

disrespect any religion is disrespecting all religions. Even in my early years, I learned that Christians were 

known to try and convert Hindus and I resented that. Hindus felt that since Hinduism integrates all 

aspects of an Indian’s life, to leave Hinduism was to leave your heritage. It was considered shameful and 

even unpatriotic. I was proud to be a Hindu because it was the only non-judgmental and noble religion I 

knew. 

Neyyoor, where my husband’s family lived, was not a typical town in India for it was part of a region 

where many early missionaries to India had come to preach the gospel. Neyyoor was fortunate to have a 

mission hospital, a large church, Christian schools, orphanages and a large population of Christians. 

Hindus still made up the majority. In school, my husband had many close friends who were Hindus, who 

seemed to live good, godly lives. Yet, my husband was hearing sermons preached in his church which 

were teaching him that those same Hindus were going to face a terrible destiny because they didn’t 

know Jesus. How would they know Jesus when they were born into Hindu families? Could this be their 

fault? My husband was understandably troubled and questioned what he considered the ‘exclusivity’ of 

his Christian faith. As for me, during later years, my Hindu faith wanted me to accept all my struggles 

without question as my ‘fate’, the consequences for sins from past lives. I had difficulty accepting that. 

As I turned to the few Christian friends I had for a better explanation, I found them only judgmental and 

self-absorbed. I knew enough about Jesus to know that judgment and selfishness were not part of His 

teachings. I did not often see Christians truly loving their Hindu neighbors. 

 As pastor of the India Christian Evangelical Free Church, my husband had taken groups of youth and 

adults to Little India, Chicago for many years. They would sing, preach and distribute tracts to the Hindus 

and Muslims who lived there. Isaac remembers how his heart broke, when at the end of the day he saw 

most of the tracts he had distributed thrown in the garbage bins. The Hindus and Muslims were unable 

to relate to them. He continued to search for appropriate ways and means by which his church could 

effectively reach Hindus and Muslims; the results were disappointing. He could not find books or other 

written material that outlined a comprehensive biblical approach for sharing Christ with Hindus. 

 My husband and I established Friendship Ministries, a non-profit organization, with the goal of telling 

our friends and neighbors about Jesus and His love. Our desire is to point others to Christ through our 

everyday life, during good times and tough times. Our friends see us praising God for the blessings that 

come from Him and praying and trusting in Him while navigating the difficulties of life. They invariably 
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ask us to pray for their needs. As we emphasize in this book, we want to walk alongside our Hindu 

friends, all the time, pointing to Jesus as the One in whom we rest. 

My husband and I met our friends who had just bought their first home. During our conversation, our 

friend commented, “We thank God for providing this beautiful home for us. We just met our new 

neighbors and they are from India. But, it is so sad to see that they have a picture of their elephant god 

on their living room wall.” We were shocked and upset at this comment, as if being Hindus disqualified 

the neighbors from any further friendship. We would like to ask our readers: Would this be your 

reaction to a non-Christian neighbor who worships strange-looking gods? Or, will you be thankful for the 

great opportunity that God is bringing to your doorstep? We sincerely hope that this book will help you 

in a powerful way to overcome the uneasiness of encountering unfamiliar people so that every one of 

your neighbors of different faiths will incite compassion as well as excitement in you, for God has 

intentionally brought them next to you. 

This book became a reality as a result of the heartache and pain my husband went through while 

searching for the right materials to give to Hindus and Muslims about the God he loves so much. It is 

also the result of my overwhelming love for those Hindus who have not experienced the love of Christ, 

just as I had not, before God redeemed me. 

 We desire for the readers to learn enough about Hindus and Hinduism to be able to show respect for 

that great religious culture. We want the readers to also know the timeless principle and model that 

God has specifically given in His Word to reach people like Hindus with the Good News of Christ. It 

should be by getting to know your Hindu neighbor and his faith and practices well enough that you earn 

his trust and friendship. How natural it would then be to tell him about the saving grace of your Lord 

who redeemed your life. Your love for your friend makes you want him to receive that same grace. 

When a Christian does that, he is really saying to his Hindu friend, “Come and see. Let’s walk together, 

and I’ll take you to Him.” We prayerfully hope that God uses this book to help the readers in 

accomplishing that purpose. 

The incidences mentioned in the book are true; only the names of people have been changed. 

                                                                 

Indra Wilson 
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PART 1 – BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE 

1 

Biblical Principle for Cross-cultural Outreach 

 The principle for cross-cultural ministry is brought to us by the Apostle Paul in 1 Cor. 9:19-23. “Though I 

am free and belong to no one I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To 

the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law 

(though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. To those not having the law I 

became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so 

as to win those not having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all 

things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the 

gospel that I may share in its blessings.” 

The principle given here is that, to effectively tell people of another culture, faith or belief about the 

Gospel of Christ, we must first try and get to know them well enough that we become like them. The 

apostle himself did that whether he was reaching out to the Jews, those under the law, those without 

the law, the weak and so on.  In his overwhelming desire to tell everyone about Christ, he says he 

became all things to all people to reach them by all possible means. The apostle’s exact words are, “I 

have made myself a slave to everyone.” If we want to make friends with someone in our neighborhoods 

or workplaces, whether it is an atheist, non-church going ‘Christian’ or a person from another religion 

such as a Hindu or a Muslim, we should follow the apostle’s example. We will be looking at how to 

‘become like a Hindu’ through this book. We will then learn how to love them and share with them in 

humility the hope we have in Christ.  

 

Becoming like a Hindu: 

Missionaries like St. Francis Xavier, Alexander Crawford, Roberto de Nobili, Alexander Duff, William 

Carey, Amy Carmichael and others like them came to live and work among Hindus so that they could tell 

them about the amazing love of Christ. These missionaries endured much hardship including death of 

family members, even their children. These people of God were able to penetrate India with the 

message of Christ because they slowly became like the locals in order to get to know and love them. 

They dressed like Indians, learned their languages and lived in poverty and sickness like many other 

Indians. In other words, they became like Hindus so as to effectively show the love of God through their 

very lives; they put the principle God gives us in the Bible into practice. 

In order to become like a Hindu and in our attempt to connect with him, we need to understand his 

mind-set, culture, faith and other practices. A heart-felt and sincere attempt to know, without any 

judgment, all different aspects of the Hindu way of life will be a good starting point in becoming like a 

Hindu. When we do, we will be more like him culturally and not be talking to him in a foreign language 

but in a tongue that he will better understand. Hindus will be able to connect with us with ease and trust 
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so that we can tell them the reason why we love and worship Christ exclusively. Similar to Judaism, 

Hinduism is a very ancient and powerful religion. However, the faith of the Hindus is very different from 

that of the Jews. It is easier for a Jew to connect to Christ and His message because of the many 

references to the Messiah found in their scriptures. This is not the case for a Hindu; the biblical message 

will sound so far-fetched from anything with which he is familiar. In the same way, it is not easy for a 

Christian to help a Hindu understand the uniqueness of Christ without some understanding of the Hindu 

religion. 

The First Step - Avoiding the Christian Bubble 

A follower of Jesus has to make every effort not to get enclosed in the Christian bubble where he is 

always among other Christians, safely protected from the ‘outside world’. Instead, he must be in the 

world so that he can influence and impact others not only with the salvation message but with his own 

life as a witness. Jesus, in His prayer for His disciples said, “My prayer is not that you take them out of 

the world but that you protect them from the evil one” (John 17:15). The famous musician Bono once 

said of Christians, “Christians are hard to tolerate; I don’t know how Jesus does it”. We as the followers 

of Jesus Christ have a lot of work to do to change that image that Bono had. It is basically the same 

image that people of other faiths like Hindus and even the more liberal Christians have developed. We 

cannot see or feel what the rest of the world feels about Christians, unless we remain outside the safety 

of the Christian bubble. 

Dan Kimball, in his book They Like Jesus but not the Church gives a fairly accurate account of the process 

many new believers go through, which unfortunately gets them tightly enclosed in the Christian bubble. 

Dan Kimball outlines the following process that one goes through in becoming a Christian (paraphrased): 

Phase 1 – We become followers of Christ: We are on fire for our Lord and passionately tell everyone we 

come across about how our lives are transformed by our newfound faith in Him. It is believed that a new 

believer tells an average of 20 people about Christ during this exciting time. 

Phase 2 – We become part of church life: We get plugged into a church and become part of the church 

life. We progressively get involved in the many church activities and ministries while continuing to 

associate with non-Christians in ‘healthy’ environments. We feel it necessary to cut off from associating 

with them in ‘harmful’ environments. We increasingly have fewer non-Christians as friends or 

associates. 

Phase 3 – We become part of the Christian bubble: We gradually get inside the Christian bubble, many 

times unintentionally, and there we remain closed in with other believers who already live there. We 

may go overseas to poor countries on mission trips but fail to see the people next door or in the next 

seat or cubicle. We feel good about inviting non-Christians to church, instead of ourselves sharing with 

them the reason for our faith in Christ. We buy Christian t-shirts, the fish symbol and other such 

memorabilia. We become fluent in the Christian lingo, have our radios tuned only to Christian stations, 

listen only to Christian music and attend only church functions. By now, we have very little to do with 

non-Christians or their lives. We fiercely protect our families from the outside world. We send our 

children to Christian schools and colleges and would prefer that all their friends be Christians. We 
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completely embrace the Christian sub-culture and become citizens of the Christian bubble. We are cut 

off from the rest of the world where all those who don’t know about the love of Jesus live. How can we 

be salt and light to them if we are not among them?  

Phase 4 – We become Jonah: As good Christians, we now don’t want to associate with those outside the 

bubble to avoid becoming corrupted by them. It makes us feel good when we complain about the 

terrible things that are happening ‘out there’ while feeling safe and smug among other believers. The 

church becomes our protective social club. In fact, like Jonah, we don’t even want God to help those 

who live outside the bubble. We would be happier if God punishes them for their sinful lives. We see 

those who are outside as lost while we are saved. 

 So air-tight is that Christian bubble that even in today’s multicultural and multi-religious America, many 

Christians don’t know any Hindus or Muslims or Buddhists. We have people like that in our own 

churches. We like to shout through a megaphone to catch the attention of every Christian and tell him 

he cannot and should not live like this anymore. Today, we are living in an America where Christians are 

becoming the minority. We are surrounded by a huge mission field that includes increasing numbers of 

Hindus among others. We need to remember that they are here because God is bringing them here and 

we don’t have to go to India to meet them.  We have to reach out to our Hindu neighbors with love and 

compassion so that they will see what Christ has done for us. It is rare for a Hindu to voluntarily seek us 

out for spiritual fulfillment; he gets all the spirituality he needs from his own religion. Hindus also stay 

away from Christians because of the fear that we expect them to change their religion. 

The Indian Christian community in America is not carrying out their share of responsibility for their 

Hindu neighbors either. They have a higher responsibility towards their Hindu neighbors and should be 

held accountable for their failure to reach out to them. Most Indian churches and their members are 

more concerned about preserving their cultural and traditional values along with their spiritual values, 

as they try to live in this new country surrounded by a new culture. Their churches provide for them a 

place and community setting where they can socialize among their own and feel secure about their 

children growing up in their own Indian Christian bubble. As long as we live in a Christian bubble and are 

not in contact with those outside, we will never get to know our Hindu neighbors, let alone become 

their friends. We implore you to not get into a bubble with only Christians. If you are already there, 

please get out now before you become a Jonah! 
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2 

Hindus in America 

There are approximately 1.5 million Indians in the U.S. at this time, according to the 2007 census, and 

the majority of them are Hindus. In addition, there may be almost a million immigrants from countries 

other than India who practice the Hindu religion, even though the majority of Hindus come from 

countries such as India and Nepal. The U.S Department of International Religious Freedom report of 

2004 puts the Hindu population as 0.5% of the total population of America.  Hinduism was first 

introduced to America in 1893 through the Parliament of World Religions (in Chicago) by the great 

Indian scholar Swami Vivekananda. The population of Indians started to rise sharply from the mid 

1960’s. Indians are considered one of the most successful of all immigrant groups (second to Jews) and 

dominate the information technology and other professional fields. About 48% of the immigrant Indians 

has a post-graduate degree. They are proficient in English with only one in four of them speaking limited 

or no English, making it easy for them to integrate into the local society. Because of their higher 

educational status and great drive to succeed in a new land they have chosen to make their home, 

Indians have become highly successful citizens. They own expensive real estate and invest passionately 

in their children’s future and education. Studies show that about 43% of the Indian families have an 

average household income of $100,000 or more, making them one of the most affluent of all American 

communities. So successful are the Indian immigrants that they are called the model minority. Hindus 

(Indians) have good family values and cultivate strong community support for each other. The Hindu 

religion permeates every aspect of their lives and Hindus take their values with them wherever they go; 

these values include religiosity, spirituality, hospitality, modesty and respect for elders and teachers. 

Hindus practice their faith by periodically worshipping at the local temples and doing the prescribed 

religious rituals at home. Hindus believe that by worshipping the gods either at their home shrines or in 

the temples and by making offerings to them, they can ask for the favors they may need. Hindus 

strongly believe that all their accomplishments in this life are just rewards for their good deeds from the 

previous lives and their suffering is the result of bad deeds they committed. They accept their situation 

in this life as their fate, which no one can change. This thinking process makes them accept their life 

situations and the bad hand that may have received without complaining. 

The Changing face of Hinduism 

 

Hinduism continues to evolve by incorporating 
new thoughts, philosophies and theologies to 
make it appealing to the new western audience 
and to those seeking inclusive spirituality with a 
mystical twist. This religion, from the very 
beginning, has evolved into what it is today by its 
ability and freedom to continuously change and 
shape its ways. Whatever one is looking for, he 
can practically find it in the vast writings and 
practices of Hinduism. 
 



9 
 

 

The first Hindu temple was built in San Francisco in 1906. Increasing numbers of temples, dedicated to 

one or the many gods and goddesses are being built all over this country, to cater to the increasing 

numbers of immigrants. Wealthy Indians pour out money into these temples and the programs that are 

established there, to cater to their community and to attract those from other cultures. The temples in 

America, unlike those in India, are more congregation-oriented, like the churches; they are establishing 

communal chanting and other group programs to suit the American way of life and to appeal to the 

youth. Temples, from being just a place of gathering and worship, now offer Sunday school, youth 

programs, interfaith dialogues, classes on marriage, family counseling and  budgeting and finance, which 

is more than what many churches offer today. They are following the church model, except they are 

doing an even better job. Last year we attended an interfaith marriage seminar in Chicago, at the 

invitation of the Greater Chicago Temple Leadership. The couples who participated included Christians, 

Hindus, Catholics, Jews, Buddhists and Muslims. The organizer was a Hindu physician who was devoting 

her considerable wealth to promote such programs in her temple, in an attempt to bring people of all 

faiths together. Hindus are presenting their faith as the most open-minded faith, especially compared to 

Christianity. The teachings at the temples are generously tailored to appear inclusive and inviting to 

everyone. We are seeing that many young Christians and others who are disenchanted with their strict 

religious teachings are being drawn towards the Hindu culture and religion. Julia Roberts, the American 

actress, and George Harrison from the Beatles are two well-known people who have embraced 

Hinduism. Hinduism offers something to everyone, so that any religion that strictly believes in one 

specific doctrine for salvation comes across as narrow-minded and judgmental. 

Hindus living in the U.S. are now facing a new dilemma – they have to develop and learn a Hindu 

doctrine of faith so that they can teach it to their own children and others who are curious to know what 

Hinduism is all about, something they rarely had to do in their native countries. From being a religion of 

rituals, Hinduism is becoming more doctrinal. Hindus are also making attempts to learn more about the 

meaning of the many rituals they systematically perform and follow. They want to be able to explain the 

Hindu faith and the reasons behind the rituals to their children and others who are curious to know 

these things. Constructive question and answer sessions are conducted in the temples where Hindus can 

come and learn about Hinduism. In other words, Hindus are changing the way they practice their 

religion to fit in this Judeo-Christian society. They also have to keep their children interested and 

engaged in the Hindu faith and not let them drift away from it. As a result, many Hindus today can 

articulate their faith and make it appealing to not only their children but also to other Americans. 

Some Hindu organizations around the country are conducting summer camps, where lessons in 

relaxation, healing, pluralistic theology, yoga, meditation, Hindu mythology,  philosophy, self-realization, 

modern extra sensory perception (ESP) and  New Age philosophy are taught, along with swimming, 

basketball, tennis and other usual camp activities. Non-Hindu children are also drawn to these camps in 

increasing numbers. Hindu parents want their children to know where they came from so they can know 

where they are today. It is admirable to see how Hindu immigrant communities are adapting to the 

American ways of life. Hinduism is gaining popularity among American communities, schools and college 
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campuses as the religion of tolerance. We are seeing that Hindu religious teaching is also being 

incorporated into school and college curriculum, thereby powerfully influencing future young minds. 

Hinduism Today (www.hinduismtoday.com) and Hindu American Foundation are two of the popular 

websites that help preserve and flourish the growth of the Hindu religion in the U.S. 

(www.hinduamericanfoundation.com). 

The non-threatening ways in which Hinduism is practiced by most Hindus in the U.S. is attracting many 

young minds who may have become disenchanted by the strict and apparently insensitive theological 

dogma of Christianity. Have you ever watched talk show host Larry King interviewing a traditional 

Christian theologian and Dr. Deepak Chopra, the psychiatrist and Hindu spiritual guru? Dr. Chopra’s 

mesmerizing talk about religion and its role in society is spell-binding. He comes across as respectful, 

open-minded and knowledgeable about Hinduism, the New Age movement and even Christianity. Our 

Christian theologians, on the other hand, simply repeat the Gospel message, often times without going 

into more detail, even when given opportunities to do so. While we are not in any way underestimating 

the power of the Gospel on its own to transform lives, we want to emphasize our responsibility to 

broadcast it with love, compassion and sensitivity. Today, we can see that many opportunities are 

presented to Christian leaders to explain their faith. It is crucial that they use these times to represent 

Christ and His message accurately and with sensitivity, so that the message of Christ which is for all 

mankind comes across as loving. Charles Templeton, himself a powerful preacher, was a close associate 

of Rev. Billy Graham. Templeton later ended up rejecting his faith and actually became a critic of the 

Christian faith. When Lee Strobel, the Chicago Tribune journalist, asked him for his assessment of Jesus 

during an interview, Templeton said, with his voice cracking, “I….miss….Him!” He still missed Jesus but 

not Christianity. That may be the reaction of many non-Christians, when Jesus is presented to them as a 

person while Christianity may bring out a totally different and negative reaction. We are not to generate 

hatred under any circumstance, because that contradicts the Gospel. We recommend that you follow 

what is written in 1 Peter 3:15, “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect.” Our mission should be presenting the reason for our hope in the work of Jesus 

with sensitivity and respect. 

Even though many Hindu leaders and activists may be proactive towards the growth of Hinduism and 

the proselytization of the religion in the U.S., the average Hindu is not active like this. In fact, they don’t 

believe in actively spreading Hindu beliefs, because they believe that one has to be born a Hindu. These 

Hindus are open for interaction with the mainline American community and also their friendly Christian 

neighbors. As the Indian population continues to grow in our neighborhoods, it is our responsibility to 

equip ourselves with the knowledge and right attitudes necessary, to tell them what it is that Christ 

offers to everyone that is of eternal value.  We hope this book will help you do that. 

 

 

 

http://www.hinduismtoday.com/
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3 

Culture and contextualization of the Gospel 

Reaching people across a cultural and religious divide for any purpose is a difficult task. Yet, from the 

time of the apostle, Paul until now, the Gospel message has penetrated various cultures and made its 

impact throughout the world. Even though the majority of Americans claim to be ‘Christians’, the 

composition of this country has changed dramatically. By bringing to America great masses of people of 

different cultural and religious backgrounds, God has changed this country. Therefore, there is a real 

need for the Gospel message to be presented in the right context, so that other people groups can 

understand and comprehend its true message. Come to think of it, from it’s very beginning, the Gospel 

message had concepts that were taken right out of the Jewish culture, so that it should have really 

connected with the Jews (i.e. repentance for sins and water baptism, the Lamb of God, the coming of 

the Messiah, the Bread of Life, circumcision of the heart, living sacrifice and many other analogies that 

point to the Messiah). In the same way, whether we are interacting with an atheist, Muslim, non-

churchgoing Christian or a person from any other religion, we need to contextualize the Gospel message 

according to their cultural background, for the sake of effectively transmitting its essence to them. In His 

Word, God has given us the principle and model to be effective missionaries across world cultures, as we 

proclaim in meaningful terms the unchanging yet life-changing message of the Gospel. 

Our culture is all around us the like the way water surrounds fish. A fish only knows how to live in its 

surrounding water and is not even aware that other living organisms can live in different environments 

in equal comfort. In the same way, we take for granted the way we think, dress, eat and communicate; 

in other words, our culture. We may not give much thought to the fact that other human beings living in 

other parts of the world may be culturally different from us. Our natural human tendency is to feel that 

the way we live and think is superior to other cultures. There are numerous cultures throughout the 

world, yet none of them perfectly obeys God. If a missionary is not sensitive about his own cultural 

inclinations and how different they can be from other cultures, he may unwittingly be presenting his 

culture in addition to the Gospel of God’s grace. He must never mistakenly promote his own culture, but 

learn to distinguish between the essence of the Gospel and his culture. The missionary must not also, 

reduce, mix or compromise the Gospel for the sake of any culture including his own. The Apostle Paul 

says that he became all things to all men, in order that he may win some for Christ; but he never altered 

the Gospel to do so. 

Contextualization is the process of taking the Gospel, which has been received in one’s own culture and 

effectively communicating its unchangeable message in a form that is culturally understandable and 

acceptable to the receiving culture. The Gospel is not changed; it is only presented in a way that is not 

culturally offensive to those receiving it. It is true that the Gospel by itself may be offensive and sound 

foolish to others (1 Corinthians 1:18). We need not clothe it in American culture or any other culture, 

which may on its own, be offensive to the receiving culture. One example of such a failure was, when 

some missionaries to India thought it was necessary for vegetarian Hindus whose lives were 

transformed by the Gospel to eat meat. Yet, eating meat is not part of the Gospel message and it is not 

essential for our salvation or for sanctification. Hindus and others can become great Christians, without 
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ever changing their eating habits or other cultural habits. God’s Word says, ”Accept him whose faith is 

weak, without passing judgment on disputable matter…..For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of 

eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because anyone who serves 

Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men” (Rom. 14: 1 & 17). In contrast, a good 

example of contextualizing the Gospel can be learned by reading about Hudson Taylor, the pioneer 

missionary to inland China. Taylor gave up the British priestly garments the other missionaries to China 

continued to wear; instead, he put on the clothes of Chinese priests. He ate Chinese food and had his 

hair cut like that of the Chinese. Until then, Taylor and his ‘foreign’ message were despised by the 

Chinese. He went on to have great success with the locals, because he clothed himself and the message 

he was bringing in garments that were familiar to the Chinese without ever compromising the Gospel.  

God intended the Gospel as it is for all cultures throughout the world, and we would be foolish to 

overlook God’s plan.  

Billy Graham, probably the greatest evangelist of recent times, gave this advice at the World Congress 

on Evangelism: “We adapt our methods and terminology to the people to whom we are ministering. We 

can adapt certain illustrations or truths that will help a particular audience understand the Gospel more 

clearly in the light of their cultural background.”  

Contextualization by using redemptive analogies found in other cultures: 

Applying spiritual truths to local custom and culture is described by Don Richardson as the principle of 

redemptive analogy. By looking for and identifying the redemptive analogies found in different cultures, 

we can see how God had already provided a way for the salvation of every cultural group. In his book 

Peace Child, Don says, “The gospel, coming as a message from another world, achieved its first ethnic 

conquest, not only by the demonstration of miracles, but even more significantly, by dynamic 

appropriation of Hebrew redemptive analogies. It had been God’s chosen strategy for introducing the 

Christ.” Don and Carol Richardson went to the Netherlands New Guinea (now called Irian Jaya) as 

missionaries, to live among the Sawi. It didn’t take them long to realize that the Sawi culture was based 

on idealizing violence and treachery. Sawi were headhunters and cannibals to whom any kind of 

friendship was suspicious. How does one bring the gentle but powerful message of God’s love to such a 

violent people? Don’s efforts to tell the Sawi about the love of Jesus and His sacrificial death for 

mankind did not create the expected positive emotions. However, when Don started narrating how 

Jesus was betrayed by His disciple and friend Judas, the admiration they showed for Judas was 

unmistakable! Judas became a hero to them because of his treachery! Don and Carol, in desperation 

and wonder, prayed, saying, “Could there be a world view more opposite than this one?” In answer to 

their prayers, God gave them the key that unlocked the great mystery of the Sawi by revealing the 

perfect redemptive analogy that He had put in place to evangelize them; it was to be through the Sawi 

concept of the Peace Child. When two rival Sawi tribes became tired of the violence and killing between 

them, they would mutually agree to halt the violence and bring peace between them. A child from each 

of the two tribes would be exchanged between the tribes, to be raised as their own. This child that 

brought peace between them was called the Peace Child. Each tribe protected and pampered the child 

that was given to it; as long as the child was alive, the two rival tribes honored the treaty and held off 

the fighting. The Richardsons, who were at a loss as to how to bring the Gospel message to people 
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whose culture couldn’t have been farther from anything they had ever known, were simply awestruck 

when they realized the enormity of what God had revealed to them. Don presented Jesus as the Peace 

Child to the Sawi, not a Peace child who would one day die but one who would forever live – the Prince 

of Peace. God brought the message of His son Jesus, to a people who honored treachery as the noblest 

quality. Jesus would never have become a ‘hero’ to the Sawi if the Richardsons were not able to see the 

redemptive analogy that God had embedded deep in their culture, which was known for its violence. 

The result was that many Sawi knees bowed to Jesus.  Whether we are trying to reach Hindus or people 

from any other cultures for Christ, we must prayerfully look for such redemptive analogies in their 

culture.  When we find them, we must use them to contextualize the Gospel message, a message which 

otherwise may make little sense to people of different cultures. God in His mercy had planned that 

every culture should have at least one redemptive analogy within the culture that points to Christ. 
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4 

Understanding Hinduism 

In this chapter, we will look at this ancient religion called Hinduism, its origin and Hindus’ perspective 

about God, man, universe, creation and their scriptures. Without knowing some of these facts we 

cannot even begin to understand Hindus, their culture and why they believe what they believe. 

The Supreme Court of India defines the qualities of a Hindu and Hinduism in the ruling of the case 

“Bramchari Sidheswar Bhai and others Versus State of West Bengal“(2, July 1995). The case was 

regarding the declaration of Ramakrishna Mission as a non-Hindu, minority religion, under the Indian 

constitution.  The court, while giving the definition of a Hindu, declared the following under section 29 

and 31: 

 (29). “When we think of the Hindu religion, we find it difficult, if not impossible, to define Hindu religion 

or even adequately describe it. Unlike other religions in the world, the Hindu religion does not claim any 

one prophet; it does not worship any one God; it does not subscribe to any one dogma; it does not 

believe in any one philosophic concept; it does not follow any one set of religious rites or performances; 

in fact, it does not appear to satisfy the narrow traditional features of any religion or creed. It may 

broadly be described as a way of life and nothing more. 

(31). Monier Williams has observed that it must be borne in mind that Hinduism is far more than a mere 

form of theism resting on Brahmanism. It presents for our investigation a complex congeries of creeds 

and doctrines which in its gradual accumulation may be compared to the gathering together of the 

mighty volume of the Ganges, swollen by a continual influx of tributary rivers and rivulets, spreading 

itself over an ever-increasing area of country and finally resolving itself into an intricate Delta of 

tortuous streams and jungly marshes. The Hindu religion is a reflection of the composite character of the 

Hindus, who are not one people but many. It is based on the idea of universal receptivity. It has ever 

aimed at accommodating itself to circumstances, and has carried on the process of adaptation through 

more than three thousand years. It has first borne with and then, so to speak, swallowed, digested, and 

assimilated something from all creeds (Religious Thought & life in India by Monier Williams ,p.57].". 

Without the slightest intention to discourage the readers as we proceed to learn about Hinduism, we 

want them to know how vastly different this religion is from anything they may know. 

 

Origin of Hinduism: 

Hinduism in its early stage (pre-vedic), originated on the Indian subcontinent. The natives included the 

Dravidians who worshipped many village deities. It is believed that Amman, a mother goddess, was the 

main object of their worship. There were no temples as we know them. They came much later. By the 

time of Abraham, they had a civilization which was like the Mesopotamian civilization. Around 1500 B.C., 

Aryans from central Asia invaded northern India and settled on the banks of the Indus River, slowly 

pressing towards the southern subcontinent. The Aryans were light-skinned people and imposed their 
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vedic civilization on the native Indians. This was the beginning of the vedic period. The Aryans 

worshipped nature and developed the system of sacrifices that later led to the Brahmin priesthood. The 

Aryans assimilated many of the natives’ gods into their religion, which resulted in the innumerable gods 

and goddesses Hindus worship today. 

Hinduism at present encompasses many religious beliefs, denominations, rituals and customs. Its 

doctrines include some very deep philosophical and spiritual speculations, belief in demons, spirits and 

numerous gods. Some conflicting beliefs include utter disgust in all that is carnal to the most sexually 

explicit illustrated literature and strong aversion to killing or eating meat to the elaborate sacrificial 

killing of animals. Polytheism, pantheism, animism, henotheism, the New Age Movement, Hare Rama 

Hare Krishna Movement, Saibaba Movement, yoga, and transcendental meditations are all part of 

Hinduism. Ralph Winter, in the November 1, 1994 edition of Mission Frontier says, “The Hindu world is 

the most perverted, most monstrous, most implacable, demonic-invaded part of this planet. There’s just 

no question about it.”  These are very strong words about an ancient religion that offers a lot of good 

teachings; unfortunately there is some truth in his statement. 

 Hinduism in practice is a little of everything to everybody, yet with many specific concepts of its own. It 

was never an organized religion even from the vedic days. It is not a clearly defined religion; trying to 

define it raises more questions and contradictions. In fact, even the use of the word Hindu in connection 

with a particular religion came about after the vedic times. The name Hindu, derived from Sindhu, was 

given to the natives and the country by the Moguls who invaded and ruled India by the 7th century. 

Hinduism is the world’s third largest religion and considered to be one of the oldest. There is no single 

founder, no fixed canon or doctrines and no general moral code. It is a conglomeration of beliefs, 

philosophical ideas, devotional methods and practices which, even today, vary from region to region and 

time to time so that nobody is able to fully explain what the main tenets are. Its origin and basic 

doctrines are very obscure. Jawaharlal Nehru, the late prime minister of India, wrote in Discovery of 

India, “Hinduism as a faith is vague, amorphous, many-sided, all things to all men. It is hardly possible to 

define it or indeed to say definitely whether it is a religion or not, in the usual sense of the word. In its 

present form, and even in the past, it embraces many beliefs and practices, from the highest to the 

lowest, often opposed or contradicting each other.” 

God and Man 

To Hindus, god is an impersonal, omnipotent being called Brahman. Hindus describe god as neti neti – 

not this not that, thus showing the absolute impersonality of Brahman. He is also considered the One 

Great Spirit called Mahatman (Great Soul) and all life is believed to come from him. Man is a temporary 

manifestation of Brahman. Man emanates from Brahman and eventually goes back to Brahman to 

become one with him. In relation to Brahman, each individual soul is called atman.  

The Hindu concept of man is not that he is created in the image of a loving God (Gen. 1:27). Man is not 

looked at as the apple of God’s eye (Ps. 17:8). He is not so special to God that his name is engraved on 

the Father’s hands (Isa. 49:16). These biblical ideas as to who man is in relation to God are foreign 

concepts to Hindus. To them, man is a soul imprisoned in different bodies one after the other as he goes 

through innumerable life cycles as the soul waits to be freed. So, a Hindu’s ultimate goal in life is to go 



16 
 

back and merge with Brahman, from whom he comes. Since Hinduism teaches that man is god, he 

doesn’t believe that he is separated from god by his sins as the Bible teaches. It is also believed that the 

motives behind our actions are what make the actions either right or wrong, not the actions themselves. 

Souls are eternal and will go through many incarnations before they can be liberated from this cycle of 

births and deaths. The cycle of births and deaths is called samsara. 

 

Hinduism teaches that god remains part of 
creation though he may transcend creation. The 
one god Brahman, is believed to exist in three 
forms, simultaneously performing the tasks of 
creating, sustaining and destroying. In his 
creating function god is called Brahma. The 
sustainer-god is Vishnu and Shiva is the 
destroyer. In his creative function, Brahma is also 
called Isvara and is believed to possess qualities 
like truth, consciousness and blissfulness. Vishnu 
is the chief object of worship and has had many 
incarnations during times when evil was 
prevalent in the world. These human and animal 
incarnations of god are called avatars and they 
came to fight and destroy the evil-doers. Rama 
and Krishna, the chief characters of the popular 
epic poems that are considered scriptural 
(Ramayana & Mahabharata), are said to be 
avatars of Vishnu.  

Hindu theology mentions that there have already been nine such avatars and one is yet to come.  

Hindus also worship a large numbers of lesser gods, numerous village gods, demons and other spirits.  

Together, they make up some 300 million gods and goddesses that reside in temples all across the land, 

making Hinduism a polytheistic religion. The array of gods and goddesses are portrayed as having lives 

and qualities just as the men and women that they supposedly created. For example, gods get married, 

have children, they build and destroy, male gods have multiple wives (Krishna is celebrated as a great 

womanizer) and many of them have their own special transport. Animals such as cows, serpents, 

peacocks and rats are considered holy because they are used by gods, many times as vehicles. There are 

specific gods that are worshipped for fertility, rain, abundance of crops, education, healing, marriage 

and other human needs. For example, Ganesha is the elephant god, Durga and Kali are both fear-

invoking gods, Lakshmi brings wealth and Saraswathi is the goddess of education. All these gods are said 

to be different manifestations of Brahman. Many Hindus truly believe that Hinduism, just like 

Christianity or Islam, is a monotheistic religion that worships one god in many forms. They may point to 

our worship of a triune God, comparing it to their worship of many gods. 
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Worship 

 Hindu temples are prolific in India, ranging from some of the huge ancient and magnificent structures to 

the small street shrines. Pilgrimages to sacred places and rivers, fasting or eating only vegetarian foods, 

chanting various sacred scriptures and daily performance of the prescribed rituals are all ways in which a 

Hindu practices his faith. Every home has a shrine to the family gods that they choose to worship. This 

shrine may have a small statue or picture of a guru (teacher) or the family gods. The shrine may be 

elaborate, housing numerous idols, expensively adorned with silk, jewels and flowers. Hindus may also 

have pictures of their dead ancestors along with the gods in the shrines. The shrine will be the focal 

point of worship for every family.  Lit oil lamps, burning incense and offerings of food and fresh flowers 

are placed before the idols every day. On special occasions, the idols will be bathed and dressed even 

more elaborately. These daily rituals make up the main part of worship for Hindus. 

 

 

 

Worship in the temple involves daily rituals called puja 
which are conducted by the temple priests and 
attended by the devotees. Hindus give great reverence 
to god, temples and priests. Before entering the sacred 
temple, it is important that they remove their shoes as 
an act of humility. In India, it is customary for people 
who do not wear shoes to wash their feet in the 
temple pond before entering the temple. There are no 
seats in the temples to sit during puja times, so the 
devotees stand and watch the procedure. It is 
common to see many prostrating themselves before 
the idols. Hindus have difficulty understanding the 
Christian way of worship such as wearing shoes and 
sitting down during worship. To a Hindu, these acts 
show lack of fear and reverence for God. 
 

 

 

Hindu temples are remarkably similar to the old 
Jewish temple. The gods are kept in the inner 
sanctuary and only the priests have access to this 
sanctuary after ceremonial purification. During 
daily puja, which takes place at certain auspicious 
times, the priest treats the statues of the gods as 
royalty. The statues are bathed and dressed, 
sometimes with ornate clothing for ‘holding 
court’, other times with clothes for ‘retiring’. 
Food, flowers and money, mostly provided by the 
devotees, are regularly given as offerings. Strict  
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purity is observed at all times in and around the shrines. The priest would light oil lamps, ring the bell, 

burn incense and chant mantras (repeated sounds or words) from the scriptures. After the puja is 

performed, the priest comes out of the inner sanctuary with the lamp and incense, as well as food and 

flowers that were offered to the gods. 

During all this time, the devotees stand in the outer court, waiting for the sanctuary doors to open so 

that they can have a glimpse of the divine. In older times, blood sacrifices were offered before the 

deities, a practice that still continues in many villages.  

 

The sacrificed foods and flowers known as prasad are 
distributed to those in attendance. During special 
festival days, the statues of the gods and goddesses 
are bathed and dressed in expensive attire and 
paraded through the streets on elephants, chariots or 
floats while priests and devotees dance and chant in 
front of them. The faithful line the streets to get a 
glimpse of the gods and feel the power of the spirits. 
It is common to see many devotees going into 
trances, walking on hot coals, piercing themselves 
with sharp objects or rolling in front of the deities in a 
show of devotion with the special powers they have 
acquired.  While all this may seem silly to the western 
mind, they are very meaningful to the Hindu 
worshippers. To them, the divine beings become 
more real and physically present. 

It should be noted that for Hindus, worship stems from fear and reverence of the gods and is not 

necessarily an act of love.  It is not to say that when a Hindu is sincerely worshipping, he will not feel 

something like love welling up inside him. Temples in India are not used for weddings or funerals and 

not even for congregational worship. They are used for the celebration of festivals honoring the events 

in the life of the gods, recitals of Indian music and other religious activities. 

 

The faith of the Hindu worshippers is very sincere, but the objects that they worship are seemingly 

created by man’s imagination. They are fearsome-looking gods and goddesses who exhibit all the 

qualities of men. The gods punish, cheat, misbehave, lie and terrorize people. The environment of 

worship is also very foreign to the Judeo-Christian minds: scary-looking idols, animals like rats, cows and 

elephants, gods with multiple arms and legs, some holding weapons dripping with blood, and male gods 

with multiple wives. These are the objects of worship. The Hindu religion is full of superstition, fear, 

demon worship, magic, possession and occultism. That is why we can clearly see it as a belief system of 

deception and demonic oppression, even though the majority of Hindus are sincere in their belief and 

worship.  The fervent prayers of Christians are so necessary to break into the darkness that is inherent in 

Hinduism. Only the light of Jesus has the power to dispel the darkness cast over those Hindus who 

sincerely worship the wood and stone idols and demonic powers. Hinduism as a culture developed these 
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worship practices and millions in India sincerely follow them. Many in America and the rest of the world 

are slowly and willingly drawn to this religion and its practices. 

Creation, Universe and Time   

According to Hindu theology, the existence of the universe is governed by Brahman, who exists as 

creator, sustainer and destroyer. The sequence of the avatars of the god Vishnu (10 avatars in total) is 

said to correlate with Darwin’s theory of evolution, with creation happening gradually. Creation, 

according to mythology from Rg-vedic times, says that the universe began through the sacrificial 

remains of the primeval cosmic man Purusa.  

Vedic tradition cites four ages of mankind: the Golden Age, Silver Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. The age 

we live in is believed to be the Iron Age. The universe continuously goes through endless cycles during 

which it is repeatedly created and destroyed. There is no beginning or end to its existence. It is also 

believed that everything we actually see is an illusion (maya) and what appears to be material is just 

energy. 

Time is cyclic for Hindus and it is a concept that is represented by Kaala Chakram, meaning Wheel of 

Time. The Western concept of time as linear with a beginning and end is unfamiliar to Hindus. Because 

god is part of creation, creation is sacred to Hindus and becomes part of their worship; stars, trees, 

ocean, rivers and animals have become objects of worship. Hindus believe that everything is potentially 

god and god is in everything. The internationally acclaimed Indian theologian Swami Vivekananda, one 

of the speakers during the Conference of World Religions (Chicago, 1893) said, “The world…..Never 

existed; it was a dream, maya.” 

Hindu Scriptures 

Because Hinduism has evolved as a religion over thousands of years, numerous Hindu holy books have 

also come into existence during that time. Most of the Hindu writings are in the Sanskrit language and 

are scarcely read by average Hindus. Most of the events described in the Hindu writings are mystical and 

mythological, a fact not often disputed by Hindus. To an average Hindu, reciting some scripture is 

nothing more than a ritualistic act. Reading different Hindu texts can lead one in equally different 

directions; nothing is absolute and everything has much contradiction. It is an impossible task to gather 

some basic and consistent theology from the Hindu scriptures like we can from the Bible. It is also 

important to note that the Hindu scriptures have no real impact on an average Hindu’s everyday life, 

except for the fact that chanting the slogans (repetitive expressions) is one of the rituals that needs to 

be performed. It is very different from the way God’s Word is considered the ‘daily bread’ in a 

Christian’s life. 

 Vedas, Upanishads, Puranas and two major Epic poems make up the most important writings and 

scriptures of the Hindu religion. 

The Vedas are a large body of texts that originated in ancient India and are written in the vedic Sanskrit 

language. They are the oldest Sanskrit literature as well as the oldest Hindu scriptures. The Vedas came 

into existence before 1500 B.C. Veda means ‘wisdom’ or ‘knowledge’. Hindus believe that vedic 
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literature was revealed to the sages and rishis (holy men) of ancient India by the gods during their quest 

for wisdom and knowledge. The Vedas, because they are revealed, are part of the writings known as 

sruti (what is heard) as opposed to the other writings which are called smrti (what is remembered). The 

Vedas represent the manifested language of the gods in the form of human speech. The knowledge that 

was heard was passed on to the disciples by mouth, until a later time when all that information was 

written down in the Sanskrit language. The Hindu Vedas are considered to be the most ancient of all the 

religious texts that are in existence. 

The Vedas include four major writings called Rg Veda, Sama Veda, Yajur Veda and Atharva Veda, Rg 

Veda being the oldest. The Vedas consist of a complicated combination of religious beliefs, philosophical 

ideas and social custom formulas for the elaborate system of sacrifices and ceremonies that existed 

during the vedic times. They also give explanations for the legends connected with the rituals. The 

individual verses contained in the Vedas are called mantras and the prose is called the brahmanas. The 

laws given in the Vedas are supposed to regulate the life of a Hindu, including his duties from birth to 

childhood, adulthood, marriage and death.  Vedic literature contains hymns, incantations and rituals for 

the different stages of life. The Vedas became the chief source of teachings during and after the arrival 

of the Aryans from central Asia to the Indian sub-continent. At the core of the Vedas, they acknowledge 

that man is sinful and can only be saved by animal (blood) sacrifices. 

The Upanishads were written as a continuation of the vedic philosophy around 800-400 B.C. The term 

Upanishad in Sanskrit means ‘sitting down near’, meaning sitting next to a teacher to receive 

knowledge.  In the strict sense they are not sruti (heard) but commentaries which explain the essence of 

the Vedas. All Upanishads have been passed down by the oral tradition.  Hundreds of Upanishads are 

known, but about a dozen make up the main, old Upanishads. They talk about the Law of Karma (effects 

of a person’s actions) and also about how a soul can unite with Brahman through meditation. Some 

Upanishads refer to Brahman as an impersonal being while others make him sound more personal. The 

British poet Martin Seymour-Smith commented that the Upanishads together are considered amongst 

the 100 most influential books that were ever written. 

 Puranas are a collection of post-vedic religious writings. They contain narratives of the history of the 

universe, starting from creation to destruction along with the history of the many kings, heroes, sages 

and demigods. They also contain Hindu cosmology, philosophy, and geography.  The Puranas are written 

in the form of stories as related by one person to another. They are usually read by Brahmins (the 

priestly caste), who then tell the stories to others. Different Puranas give importance to one deity or 

another. There are about 18 canonical Puranas. 

The two Epic poems are Mahabharata and Ramayana. These have in many ways become the national 

epics of India. These are probably the longest poems written in any language. 

  Mahabharata is attributed to the sage Vyasa and is the legends of the Bharatas, a vedic Aryan group. It 

was believed to have been written between 540 to 300 B.C. while the origin of the story dates back to 

the 8th or 9th century B.C. 



21 
 

Bhagavad-Gita (popularly known as Gita), which is from the 6th book of the Mahabharata, has become 

the central text of Hindu philosophy, most popularly read by Hindus today. The Sanskrit language, in 

which the Vedas are written, is known only to a few select Hindu scholars. The Vedas are read and 

expounded by a few intellectuals while most Hindus get their knowledge of Hindu philosophy by 

studying the Gita, which has been translated into numerous languages. It is a story taken from 

Mahabharata and is essentially the dialogue between Lord Krishna (avatar of Vishu) and a warrior called 

Arjuna. The book teaches selflessness, duty, devotion and meditation – basically summarizing the 

teachings of the Vedas. 

The Sanskrit version of Ramayana was assumed to have been written down by the poet Valmiki during 

the 5th to 4th century B.C. This is the love story of a king and his wife with moral and spiritual themes. 

The original version depicts Rama as an historical king, not as a god. Rama was later elevated as a god in 

the Tamil translation by the poet Kambar. This epic poem has deep appeal today to the average Hindu 

and is widely read by them as scripture. 

The heroes from these two epics are considered to be avatars of Vishnu and are worshipped as family 

gods in many Hindu homes. Many other characters have also been lifted up to the position of lesser 

gods. There are Hindu organizations that claim to have historical support for the places in which some of 

the events from these epics have occurred. However, it should be mentioned that there is no world-

wide support for their theories. The majority of Hindus, including educated Hindus, are not perplexed by 

this fact because of their understanding that facts about God cannot make complete sense to the 

human mind. We can appreciate the fact that lack of logic and mysticism to some degree, make God 

more unattainable and our faith more authentic. The Bible says this about faith, “Now faith is being sure 

of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Heb. 11:1).  

 Hindu scriptures as a whole have numerous contradictions and controversies, a fact not debated by 

most Hindus. Also, most Hindus only read and accept as scripture very little of the vast Hindu writings 

and are mostly unaware of the bulk of the other texts and their contents. It is also interesting to note 

that the gods that are popularly worshipped today are not mentioned in the earlier Hindu scriptures and 

there is no concrete information as to when they came into existence as gods. 
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5 

Basic Concepts of Hindu Theology 

Sin-Karma 

The word karma means action. The term refers to ‘total actions and their consequent reactions in this 

and past lives and also how future reincarnations are determined.’ In other words, karma is an 

expression of the inevitable consequences for a person’s actions. Man accumulates good karma, known 

as punya, as well as bad karma (sin), or pap. In contrast, the biblical word ‘sin’ always stands for bad 

actions; there is no ‘good sin’.  In this book we are using the term karma to mean bad karma, which is 

sin.  

Karma operates through the Law of Nature, the Cosmic Justice system by which both good and bad 

actions are meticulously recorded as if by a giant computer. This justice system keeps notes of every 

attachment and feeling and works out the consequences for each individual in strict accordance with 

the Law of Retribution. It is done without the help or supervision of any gods. Every act done, however 

insignificant, will eventually return to the doer with equal impact; good will be returned with good and 

evil with evil. In other words, the karmic justice system is retributive in nature and determines a 

person’s state of life now as well as his future reincarnations. In essence, karma, whether good or bad, 

operates under the Cause and Effect Principle.  As a man sows, so shall he reap is a biblical principle that 

Hinduism also holds. Due retribution is received for one’s good and bad karma in the next lives. 

According to Hinduism, karma can be conquered by total detachment from all passions and by 

performing good deeds if and when they outweigh the bad deeds. When all the karma has yielded its 

respective results, the karmic matter dissociates itself from the soul on its own accord. However, no one 

will ever know when or if a man’s karmic debt is exhausted. Hindus also believe that man has free will 

and he therefore creates his own destiny. They believe that man has the potential to do good and there 

is no real sin in him; ignorance is the reason man makes mistakes. On the contrary, the Bible clearly 

warns us that no one has the potential to do good (Rom. 3:20a, Ps. 14:1b). 

Hindus believe that all suffering is exactly deserved. Because karma is the law of nature, it is merciless 

and there is no altering its course, and as mentioned earlier even the gods have no power over its 

effects. The Hindu epic Mahabharata says, ‘No one can fool the cycle of karma- it is automatic and 

merciless and stamped on the head of every being and destiny is determined.’ Karma encourages 

everyone to do good, not evil. It also gives an explanation for whatever good or bad befalls a man. Belief 

in karma makes a person understand and accept why good things happen to bad people and bad things 

happen to some good people. A Hindu can accept without question, the fact that everyone gets what he 

deserves. 

Dharma/Duty/Good deeds 

By doing dharma, Hindus believe that they can pay for the bad karma they continuously accumulate. It is 

also believed that man can be inherently good if he can perform all the prescribed spiritual exercises. 

Examples of good deeds include duty to parents, elders and teachers as well as meticulous performance 
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of all the required rituals and acts of devotion to the gods. These will be duly recorded in the karmic 

justice system and used to cancel out the bad karma of a person. It is important to know that the 

religious rituals a Hindu is required to perform vary from caste to caste. They also vary depending on the 

gods he chooses to worship as well as his family tradition. It is the correct and meticulous performance 

of the rituals that is important, not the devotion to the gods or the understanding behind the 

performance. The karmic balance determines what will happen to a person in the next life; whether 

rebirth into a lower or higher life form or release from the cycle of births and deaths to merge with the 

impersonal Brahman. 

It is interesting to note that, as a sign of devotion and as a way of earning dharma, many Hindus submit 

themselves to severely painful practices; these may include taking a vow of silence, climbing up the 

rugged and steep path to a temple on one’s knees, sitting in one position for long periods of time, self-

flagellation or mutilation, walking on hot coals, piercing body parts with sharp objects and sitting in 

twisted body positions. Self-denial and inflicting pain of any kind on themselves are considered higher 

forms of devotion. 

Reincarnation/Rebirth 

The term reincarnation is derived from Latin, meaning ‘entering the flesh again’ – continuity of the soul 

through transmigration. Reincarnation is a belief that is common to Hinduism and other Eastern 

religions like Buddhism, Sikhism and Jainism; it is the belief that every soul, after death, begins a new life 

by entering a new body. The body can be that of a human, animal, plant or even a god, depending on 

the moral quality of the previous life’s actions. It is the central tenet of Hinduism and many other pagan 

religions. It gives moral justification for the suffering of some and good fortunes of others. 

Hindu theology teaches that reincarnation or rebirth is something all living organisms have to go 

through; only the number of rebirths varies from organism to organism. How a human being is reborn in 

the next life depends on his karmic balance, whether good or bad. Bad karmic balance will result in birth 

as a lower life form while good karmic balance will earn a higher status, even as a higher caste human.  

A soul may go through millions of births and deaths before all bad karma (sin) is paid off. It is believed 

that some people’s claims of evidence for reincarnation stem from selective thinking and false 

memories. Those who are skeptical about reincarnation believe that there is no mechanism known to 

man that would allow a body to travel to another living body and survive. The goal of every Hindu is to 

be free of this cycle. 

Hindu Society and Caste System 

The Hindu society is divided into four major castes: a priestly and privileged caste called Brahmins and 

other lower castes, namely Kshatriyas, Vasiyas and Sutras. Brahmins perform the priestly duties which 

include conducting worships (puja) in the temples and performing religious rites on behalf of the 

devotees. The priests keep themselves ceremoniously clean by washing and not touching anything that 

is considered impure. A priest performs the appropriate ceremonial rites for occasions such as births, 

naming ceremonies, ear-piercing ceremonies, first hair cutting ceremonies, marriages and numerous 

other functions of lesser importance. They perform the prescribed rituals during the celebration of 
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important events in the lives of the god’s and goddesses (like marriage between the gods). They are 

hired for sending evil spirits into people and driving them out of people. Their experience in these areas 

will determine the success of the outcome. Hindu priests are very much like the Jewish Pharisees in their 

position and practices; many of them exploit those from the lower castes for their advantage. Brahmins 

in general have access to the best education and are used to holding the most prominent positions in 

society. There is an understanding among Hindus that one has to be born as a Brahmin before he can be 

rid of more rebirths or, in other words, attain salvation. 

The other three castes have evolved based on their function and profession in the Hindu society. 

Kshatriyas are the military class, Vaisyas make up the agricultural and business class of people and 

Sutras are the servant class. 

Untouchables are menial workers, and sadly, they are not even considered a class of people. People of 

higher castes consider it a curse to even lay their eyes on an untouchable or be around one. They are not 

allowed entry into many public places or near other homes or people. Any contact with an untouchable 

requires immediate purification. This is one of the cruelest aspects of the Hindu caste system and the 

religion as a whole.  

It is very unfortunate that the inequalities in the life of a person and what caste he is born into are 

associated with his karma. No one questions the effects of karma. By being born into a particular caste, 

a person’s position in life is fixed for his entire life. A man can even change his religion but not the caste 

in which he is born. Many Christians from Hindu backgrounds continue to adhere to their castes for 

important purposes like marriages, preferring marriage relationships within their own caste. They tend 

to feel that becoming a ‘born again’ believer does not necessarily alter one’s caste. The caste system, 

not only morally explains the misfortunes of the lower castes, it also justifies their exploitation by the 

higher castes. A Brahmin has every right to enjoy his position in life; he is believed to have earned it 

through previous lives. It is wrong to question the effects of the Law of Karma. Most Hindus, including 

the untouchables, are therefore fatalistic about their position in life and accept it without question or 

complaint. Some educated Hindus may feel uneasy about the caste system, but they accept the place in 

which the system has placed people within Hindu society. What is more surprising is that, they too 

choose to follow their caste obligation when the time comes. For example, a young Hindu Brahmin man 

may prefer to marry a Brahmin girl and will ask for and accept dowry (payment given by a girl’s parents 

to her husband’s family). The caste system is set up so that each man plays his miniscule role for the 

good of the society. He is expected to do this to avoid chaos in the universe. It is considered his duty 

(dharma).    

The Indian government has made it illegal to use the caste system as a way of preventing anyone access 

to any privileges that the society offers to its citizens. The government also introduced laws which offer 

special scholarships, grants and quotas for admission into schools and jobs for people from the lower 

castes. These attempts have helped tremendously in bringing the long oppressed to some extent on par 

with those from the higher castes. In spite of all the efforts that are being made, the caste system 

continues its evil hold on society. Both the high caste and the low caste tend to resist any changes that 

are being made in the caste hierarchy, thinking they may be violating the sacred rule of Hindu society. 
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Salvation/Moksha/Enlightenment/Nirvana 

The concept of salvation for Hindus is totally different from what the Christian faith teaches. Hindus 

have a basic belief in the teaching that all that is physical or desirable should be considered bad. Hence, 

when one escapes from all that is physical to become purely spiritual, he is saved from having to go 

through many lives. Salvation is realized when an individual soul successfully exhausts all its karma so 

that it can be released from the wheel of rebirths. The soul will then merge with the universal soul-

Brahman-god. Man is created by god and man is part of god. His ultimate destiny is to go back and 

become one with Brahman, from whom he comes. Human souls are eternal and will go through many 

reincarnations as they wait to be freed from that inevitable cycle. That is the hope and the final 

destination for a Hindu. When that happens, whenever it happens, it is like a drop of water falling into 

the ocean and instantly becoming part of the ocean. The drop of water completely loses its identity. 

Hindus believe that everyone will be saved at the end, the good and even the worst; the very best may 

reach salvation in one or few births while for others it may take innumerable lives. Ironically, for many 

Hindus, this belief allows them to live with hope and without fear. However, for others, this uncertainty 

can be unsettling. Hindus don’t have to worry about facing hell and don’t give much thought as to what 

heaven will be like even if it exists. 

When the human soul eventually merges with Brahman, it experiences bliss; in other words, the soul 

attains salvation. Hindus believe that true enlightenment comes when an individual is indifferent to 

good or bad and moral or immoral. Moksha is ‘realized’ when a person can detach himself from all 

passions and attachments and recognize that he is the same as Brahman. A common phrase used to 

describe this thought is, ‘Thou art that (tat twam asi)’. Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, who successfully 

established a flourishing cult in the state of Oregon, expressed the purposelessness of human life in one 

of his quotes, “There is no purpose in life…the questions are meaningless, the answers are even more 

so…..life is a meaningless, fruitless effort leading nowhere……this whole life is nonsense…you simply live: 

there is no purpose.” Such are the feelings of many Hindus, especially those trying to free themselves 

from worldly attachments. Heaven and hell exist as transient stations in the life cycles and are 

temporary, not eternal, destinations. When we talk to Hindus, they like the idea of an eternal heaven 

but they will have great difficulty in accepting the notion of eternal hell, which can be a possibility after 

just one lifetime. 

In essence Hinduism teaches that we can attain salvation if: 

We realize that we are gods and part of god and the universe is an illusion. 

We progressively work out our bad karma in this life and the following ones until it is exhausted. 

 We detach ourselves from all attachments and passions. 

 We escape all that is physical and become merely spiritual. 

We completely dissolve ourselves into the impersonal Brahman and become one with him. 
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The Hindu guru Bhgawan Shree Rajneesh said this about human devotion and God, “The greatest 

deception is the deception of devotion to god.” According to him, we must be devoted to ourselves, 

because we are gods, not to any god outside of us. True to his teaching, he was devoted to himself!  He 

established a cult of mostly wealthy Americans who gave up all their possessions to join his commune.  

He personally lived an extremely rich life, owning fleets of Rolls-Royce cars and private jets until he was 

forced to flee the country.  As part of his teaching, Rajneesh also advocated free sex and merry living as 

part of a way to attain salvation.  

Surprisingly, some Hindu writings mention that there is salvation only through the grace and forgiveness 

of God:  

“Happy is the man who while still alive realizes God. If in his life time he does not realize Him, he will 

suffer great ruin.” Upanishad 

“No one can find release without God’s grace.” Rg Veda 

‘Trembling in spirit the devotee seeks forgiveness of Him.” Rg Veda 

“Grace of God as the supreme and quickest source of moksha.” Gita 18:62 

Unfortunately, these concepts found in the Hindu writings are not widely popular, identified or 

emphasized among Hindus. 

 

Ways of Salvation According to Hinduism   

Salvation is by works because Hinduism is the religion of works. There are three main ways to get rid of 

karma and achieve moksha and all of these are by human efforts: 

 

Karma marga (Way of works/deeds) 

By doing dharma (good deeds) some bad karma can be paid off. Even though all good deeds count 

towards payments, meticulously performing religious rituals and respecting and taking care of parents, 

elders and teachers are at the top of the list of good deeds. Reincarnation and being born in lower 

castes are also considered means by which bad karma is paid for. We should remember that no one 

knows when a person’s karmic balance gets fully paid off or what his next birth will be like. 
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Bhakti marga (Way of Devotion) 

 

 

Most Hindus have the hope that by worshipping 
the gods in devotion they have a chance of getting 
rid of their karma, thereby earning salvation. They 
devote themselves to one or many family gods, 
depending on their caste and family tradition. The 
Hindu calendar, which is based on the moon, is 
dotted with many days that are predicted as 
‘auspicious’ by the astrologists and Hindus observe 
them as holy days. The exact date for even popular 
festivals like Diwali (festival of lights) changes from 
year to year depending on the position of the 
stars. Important events in the lives of the gods and 
goddesses are celebrated by conducting 
ceremonies and special puja. To a Hindu, correct 
and meticulous performance of the rituals is what 
counts as dharma. 

No real spiritual understanding or personal relationship with the gods he is worshipping is necessary. 

Most Hindus do not understand the reasons behind the many rites they ceremoniously perform. When 

our Hindu friend, Kamala, found out that we were studying Hinduism, she asked us if we would be able 

to tell her the reasons behind some of the rituals that she meticulously follows. This seems to be the 

case with our other Hindu friends and family members. Recently, when we attended a Hindu 

celebration, the priest who was performing the ceremony kept saying, “This is how it has been done for 

centuries and how our guru asked us to do.”  

Spirituality and holiness, according to Hinduism, are very different from what Christians believe. They 

represent an emptiness or absence of all that is material and of human desire. To be rid of all desires 

through self-denial and devotion to the gods is to become holy. Not eating meat, fasting on specific 

days, giving up sex, giving up married life and family, walking bare foot or shirtless – these are ways by 

which Hindus attempt to be more holy. Since it is impossible to know where one stands on his karmic 

balance, pleasing the gods through devotion seems to be a likely means to attain moksha.  It is the effort 

a Hindu puts into the devotion that is credited to him as dharma. Every home has a shrine to the family 

gods where worship is offered by chanting scriptures, lighting lamps, burning incense and offering 

flowers, fruits and food. Going to a temple for the purpose of worship is not a requirement. 

 Temples have priests who perform daily puja before the specific gods that are housed in the inner 

sanctuaries; the rituals are performed several times every day in front of the idols.  The devotees may 

also pay for special puja to be performed on their behalf in front of the gods that they choose.  India has 

numerous holy men (sadhus and swamis) who are highly revered by Hindus and are elevated almost to 

the status of gods. While many of these men are sincerely devoted to the gods, there are others who 

abuse and misuse the trust people place in them for monetary purposes and power. It is very common 

for Hindus to make pilgrimages to sacred rivers and shrines. They also take their children to any one of 

the well-known temples to perform ceremonies like the first hair cutting, ear piercing, the first solid 
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food and naming ceremony.  Many Hindus who live in the U.S make trips to India with their children for 

such occasions.  

Gnana marga – Way of knowledge  

Acquiring knowledge can work as a way to achieve moksha. This involves meticulously studying the 

sacred scriptures and becoming a disciple under a guru (teacher). Any Hindu who desires to try this path 

has to memorize and recite the sacred Sanskrit verses and meditate on Brahman. Because of the 

educational background and knowledge of Sanskrit language that is necessary, this path is only 

accessible for higher castes and intellectuals. No real emotions or relationship with god is necessary. 

Self-realization through yoga, transcendental meditation, breathing and chanting mantras (repeated 

sounds, used in meditation) can all be considered parts of this path. A Hindu can believe that by realizing 

that he himself is god, he will ultimately free himself from worldly passions, thus facilitating his eventual 

merging with Brahman. 

New age Movements  

Yoga: 

There is consensus that Yoga originated in ancient India. It is a discipline that is practiced by Hindus, 

Buddhists, Jains and Sikhs. The term yoga first appeared in the Hindu scripture Katha Upanishad (400 

B.C.) where it is defined as ‘the steady control of the senses, which along with cessation of mental 

activity, leads to the Supreme state’. The Sanskrit word yoga means ‘yolking’, which is to join, unite, 

merge or attach. Yoga was first introduced as a discipline by Patanjali in the 2nd century B.C. It is a 

combination of physical, mental and spiritual disciplines.  A person who practices yoga on a high level is 

called a yogi. The goals of yoga can be anything from improving health to achieving moksha by uniting a 

person to Brahman through the mystical experiences of consciousness. According to Hindu beliefs, 

practicing yoga can be a way to achieve liberation from worldly suffering and further reincarnation – 

thus realizing identity with Brahman;  in other words, salvation. The real goal of yoga then, contrary to 

the common belief that it is to improve health, is Samadi, union between the devotee and Brahman. 

 Yoga is taught in the west as a means of relieving stress and gaining better health and, to a large extent, 

yoga can do that. As we have already mentioned, however, it is important for western students of yoga 

to be aware of the fact that yoga is a discipline rooted in Hinduism and when practiced at its highest 

level, the student will be getting into its ultimate goal, which is to be one with Brahman. 

Transcendental meditation (TM) 

TM is a form of meditation using mantra. Mantras are repeated sounds; it is claimed that they represent 

prayers of Hindu deities. TM was first introduced in the 1950s in India as a spiritual movement and 

technique by Maharishi Mahesh Yogi and is still a religious movement. TM became globally popular by 

the 1970s as it became known as a stress reliever and health inducer. Also, by this time, the TM 

movement shifted itself to a more scientific basis, understating its religious foundation to appeal to the 

secular west, which was looking for some spiritual alternative to materialism and a fast-paced lifestyle. 
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The TM movement has millions of followers all over the world; the Beatles, Oprah Winfrey and Mile 

Love are some of the famous figures who follow and practice TM. 

Here is what Ravi Narasimhan, a young Brahmin man, who later became a dedicated follower of Christ, 

said about TM, in his testimony called In Search of God (www.yeshusamaj.org) : “….my uncle decided to 

enroll me in a transcendental meditation class. After a few weeks, I experienced several seemingly good 

effects: I slept for only two to three hours a day and felt fresh throughout the day; my pulse rate went 

down to the fifties; I seemed to have more energy; and I was able to spend more time studying. While I 

liked the effects, the emptiness I felt inside remained the same. I hoped that the emptiness would 

disappear after sometime, but instead, the meditation started unraveling its side effects: vibrations in 

my body and restlessness. I was aware that some people who practiced transcendental meditation 

wound up losing their sanity. I knew I had to stop right away.” After searching long and hard for meaning 

in the religion of his fore-fathers, Ravi found it in Jesus Christ and His message. 

TM techniques are based on Indian philosophy and Lord Krishna’s teachings. Traditionally, a session 

begins with prayer and offerings to a god (puja). The follower then chants the required mantras during 

the meditation, which are known to invoke the presence of the gods. Eastern mysticism, advocated by 

Hinduism, along with TM became known to help a person empty his mind of all things stressful. It was 

like a breath of fresh air to the western world. We, as believers in the Bible, know the danger of an 

empty mind. It cannot remain a vacuum but will be filled with even worse thoughts. 

Millions of Americans have taken up TM that helps develop an altered state of consciousness. Hindu 

organizations are reaching out to American communities by offering them instructions in relaxation, 

healing and mind-altering techniques. Scores of modern religious sects and cults are strongly influenced 

by yoga and TM.  Everyone should be aware that these practices need to be approached with caution 

because of their tendency to alter minds. If anyone tells you that TM is simply a health-oriented practice 

it is far from true. It will not be possible to get into advanced TM practice without tapping into the realm 

of the spirit world. 
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                                                                              6 

Some Unusual beliefs among Hindus 

Hindus have ways of explaining the unusual, uncertain, unwanted, sudden, unknown, unexplainable and 

fearful. That is their way of making sense of and dealing with these circumstances. We would like to 

point out that many of these practices are more prevalent in villages and rural areas. Here are some 

examples: 

Evil eye 

Hindus believe that some people are born with the supernatural ability to harm others by sight. Such 

people are feared and avoided by others. 

Spirits/Deities 

Great numbers of these spirits are worshipped as well as appeased by Hindus to prevent them from 

causing harm. Many of the spirits are malevolent and violent – they help those who serve them and 

terrorize and punish others who may anger them by their actions or by ignoring them. Priests, sorcerers 

and diviners gain access into the spirit world through meditation, magic and divination. Someone who 

desires to cause harm to an enemy can hire a sorcerer or a priest to send an evil spirit into his enemy to 

possess and terrorize him.  Evil spirits have their own hierarchy, some being more powerful than others. 

More powerful spirits are sought to drive out or to counter the harm caused by lesser spirits. This 

process can go on without end in many families and communities, with the result being the complete 

destruction of lives. It is also a fact that those hired to do such dangerous work can get hurt or even 

themselves killed as they enter deep into the spirit world.  We have seen whole families destroyed after 

getting involved with the spirit world. Sita, a young mother from our village and new follower of Christ, 

shared with us about her terrifying experience with evil spirits. Evil spirits were sent on her by her own 

father, a village priest who was angry that she left the faith of her family. Sita and her three boys went 

through months of being chased and terrorized by those spirits. She was eventually freed from the 

torment through the persistent fasting prayers of her pastor and his wife.  

Ancestor worship 

 Many Hindus worship the spirits of dead family members as a way to remember and honor their dead 

loved ones. Also, many believe that they can anger these spirits by either doing something wrong or by 

neglecting to do the rituals that they are supposed to do. This leads them to attribute many incidents 

that happen in their everyday lives to the unhappiness of these spirits. The spirits then have to be 

appeased to prevent them from hurting their living loved ones. The spirits of those who die young or 

violent and sudden deaths are more prone to visit their living relatives to cause fear and harm.  By 

conducting special puja and offering food and money, the family will try to keep those spirits in peace. 
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Magic/Divination 

Magic and divination are very common in villages, and many priests are heavily involved in these occult 

practices as part of their professional obligation. A person who wants to hurt someone who displeases 

him or his family can hire the help of these priests to hurt his enemy. The one who is hurt by such evil 

power can himself hire another priest who can send a more powerful spirit capable of driving out the 

first spirit or even sending it back on the person who initially sent it. Some Hindus seek the powers of 

the evil spirits to help, harm, protect or kill victims. Objects such as amulets, charms, hair, nails, rice, 

shells, rocks and plants may be used in invoking the favor of the spirits.  

Head-writing 

Hindus believe that a person’s ‘fate’ is written on his forehead by gods, and his entire life events are a 

result of the head writing. It is not clear how this fate and the justice meted out by one’s karma, which 

operates without any involvement by the gods, work together.  Since these practices are known to have 

no real basis, we are not likely to get answers to these questions.                

Astrology - Horoscope 

All important occasions like marriages, job interviews, travel, going away to school, important meetings, 

ceremonies and rituals are set only during auspicious times, which are calculated by looking at the stars 

and plotting their courses. There are auspicious and inauspicious times for every event. Every Hindu will 

have a horoscope prepared according to the time of birth and position of the stars at his birth. An 

astrologer prepares the horoscope, and it is used throughout the life of that person for planning all 

important events and setting the exact times when they should happen. No event of any significance will 

take place in a Hindu’s life without consulting his horoscope. Hindus in general have great fear of bad 

things happening if and when they fail to consult their horoscopes before planning events. For example, 

a marriage ceremony conducted during an inauspicious time is expected to result in a tragedy in the 

family. It is sad to mention that many young girls have difficulty getting married or remain unmarried 

because their horoscopes may show them bringing bad luck to their husband or his family. 

Magical Medicines 

 Hindus use a wide variety of herbs and minerals with the belief that they have magical powers to either 

help or harm people.  Many home-grown and naturally occurring herbal and mineral medicines have 

scientific healing powers and are used to treat ailments such as arthritis and jaundice with great results. 

This ancient branch of medicine called Ayurvedic medicine is widely practiced in India and is spreading 

to other countries including the U.S. Ayurvedic medical schools are turning out doctors who are treating 

patients with very little help from allopathic medicines, except in the case of emergencies. Ayurvedic 

medicine, using naturally occurring herbs and minerals, is highly successful in itself and is much less 

harmful to the body. It should not be a cause for concern when treatment is administered by a qualified 

medical practitioner. We ourselves have experienced amazing relief from arthritic pains by using 

Ayurvedic oils and ointments.  However, we should avoid getting this treatment in a religious setting or 

where there is chanting to the gods. 
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Bad Omens/Superstitions 

Many Hindus look for bad omens everywhere and in everything, a practice, again more common in 

villages. A cat crossing one’s path, sighting of a widow and dropping nails in the house are few examples 

of bad omens. Hindus can also be extremely superstitious. Mostly everything in everyday life is assigned 

a meaning, either good or bad. The lives of many Hindus, especially those less educated, are very much 

controlled by these beliefs. Such people live in fear of them or are consumed by ways in which to negate 

their effects on their lives. Educated Hindus may appear to favor scientific reasoning, not the 

superstitions. Yet, when facing uncertain situations, they feel safe to go back to their age-old belief 

system. This way they can cover all their bases and avoid getting into trouble. 

All these systems, including belief in karma or consulting witchdoctors and priests, are ways in which 

Hindus find answers to events in their lives. According to the answers they get, they find remedies that 

include self-sacrifices and offerings to appease the gods and earn their favors. 

Observing Purity 

Touching dead bodies, body fluids, hair and nails is considered to make a person impure. Thus, barbers, 

sanitation workers, hospital workers and leather workers are permanently defiled. In fact, these jobs are 

mostly assigned to the untouchables who are considered impure by birth. 

Eating unclean food or touching an unclean person makes one unclean.  

Sexual contact with members of another caste defiles a person. Yet, a higher caste man can have sexual 

relations with a woman from a lower caste without becoming defiled, showing the extraordinary 

privileges the higher caste men have in Hindu society. 

A woman who gives birth will be defiled until she goes through all the purification processes. When 

there is a death in a family the entire household of the diseased is defiled until after purification. A 

woman is also impure during her menstrual period and has to be separated from her husband.  

While unclean, a Hindu should not touch any religious objects including the idols, water source (well), 

plants or flowers or go to the temple.   

Bathing is the most common way in which a Hindu purifies himself. For more serious defilement, a priest 

may have to be hired for the cleansing. 

Purity of a person increases in higher castes, reaching its height in Brahmins. Hinduism believes that 

equilibrium in society is maintained by having some people who are pure to communicate with the gods 

and others to remove all that is defiling and unclean. These two groups can never interchange their 

respective places by any means or for any reason. 
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            7 

Hindus’ View of Other Religions 

As we have been studying in earlier chapters, Hindus believe that there is one supreme god (Brahman). 

They believe that there are many manifestations of the one god and different religions call him by 

different names. Rama, Krishna, Buddha and Allah represent some of these names and Christ is no 

different.  Different religions are all pathways that lead to the same god, just as many rivers run and 

merge in the same ocean. If we can understand the Hindus’ view of God, it will be easier for us to 

understand why Hindus respect all religions and are willing to worship Christ as one of the gods. We 

should not make the mistake of contradicting their generous view of all religions and come across as 

narrow-minded.  We must gently and respectfully maintain the Lordship of Jesus by stating that it is our 

relationship with Christ that is unique, not the Christian religion. This claim of the uniqueness of Christ 

will be hard for a Hindu to accept when his faith is so compromising. It is important to proceed gently to 

talk about how unique the incarnation of Jesus is because it brought us redemption from our karma 

(John 14:6, Acts 4:12). 

Your friend will most likely challenge your claim that Jesus is the true God. Does it make any difference 

what religion you follow? Aren’t they just paths that lead to the one true God? 

In order to really understand his mindset, you can ask him to clarify what he means.  

A usual response might be, “They are the same because they must all lead to the same true God. Also, 

all religions basically teach us to do what is good and right.  There isn’t a faith that teaches its followers 

to hate others, murder, steal or lie. This fact shows that all religions teach the same things with minor 

variations and ultimately lead people to the one God.” 

We can now clearly see that your Hindu friend thinks moral living and salvation are one and the same. 

Since all religions teach men how to live morally, they all must be ways that lead to the same God. It will 

be important for your Hindu friend to understand the distinction between moral living and salvation for 

our souls. A man’s best efforts at moral living will not earn him salvation and total freedom from 

accumulated karma.  That is the reason why Christ is unique; only He offers redemption from our karma 

and its consequences by paying for them Himself. He is the only one who transforms our lives by the 

indwelling of His Spirit so that with His help moral living is even remotely possible for us.  

We can go further to try to make him understand how all religions cannot be the same by pointing out 

some major differences between the major world religions.  It is inconceivable that religions with such 

major differences in their belief systems can lead anyone to the same place. Here are some examples: 

 According to Hindu teaching, a soul, having paid for all its karma, merges with Brahman and 

loses its identity. Christianity, Judaism and Islam believe that each soul retains its identity in this 

life, in the presence of God and into eternity. 

 Samsara, karma and reincarnation make up the basic tenets of Hinduism and Buddhism, 

concepts that are totally against the beliefs of Christianity, Judaism and Islam. 
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 Idol worship is prevalent in Hinduism. Islam, Judaism and Christianity strongly forbid it. 

 Hinduism believes in the caste system for the orderly function of society. Islam and Christianity 

do not. 

 Animal sacrifices were necessary according to the Vedas and in the Jewish belief system. 

Buddhism and Jainism practice ahimsa, which not only forbids the killing of animals but also 

promotes absolute non-violence towards any living being. 

 Buddhism and Confucianism are more about ways of living. Their founders are elevated almost 

to the status of divinity but not divinity. Islam, Judaism and Christianity believe in one God, set 

apart from creation. 

We have just given a few examples. There are many more you can come up with to show how it is 

impossible for religions with such diametrically opposite views in major areas of faith and theology to be 

leading anyone in the same direction or to the same place.    
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PART 2 – BIBLICAL MODEL 

8 

Biblical Model for mission work among an idol-worshipping People 

Ancient Greek culture was a strongly idol-worshipping and pagan culture. Their entire life events 

revolved around the various nature gods that they worshipped. During his missionary journey in Greece, 

the Apostle Paul wanted to bring the Gospel of Jesus to such a community. 

Acts 17:22-31: Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see 

that in every way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of 

worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant of the 

very thing you worship-and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. “The God who made the world 

and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 

And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life 

and breath and everything else. From one man he made all nations, that they should inhabit the whole 

earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. God did 

this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from 

any one of us. ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, 

‘We are his offspring.’ “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being 

is like gold or silver or stone – an image made by human design and skill. In the past God overlooked 

such ignorance, but now he commands all people to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the 

world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this by raising him from the 

dead.” 

The Apostle Paul, the greatest missionary for Jesus Christ, did a few amazing things in order to earn the 

trust of the Athenians. He tried to understand their faith and culture, tried to be sensitive to their 

worship style (idol-worship) and praised them for their religiosity. Having understood that one of their 

objects of worship was an altar to AN UNKNOWN GOD, Paul found that to be the perfect connecting 

point to present Jesus to them. He told them that the UNKNOWN GOD they worshipped was Jesus Christ 

whom he was proclaiming. He used a concept that was known to them to introduce an unknown 

concept that would bridge the gap in their understanding. The Apostle also used quotations by their 

own Greek poets to support his statement. 

The Apostle Paul, in essence, became like an Athenian by getting to know them and their culture. He 

became their friend so he could tell them about Christ. He also used a concept that was familiar to them 

to connect (bridge) them to a concept that was foreign to them. 

Greece and India, then and now 

There are many similarities between Greeks and Indians. Two thousand years ago, they were both very 

religious idol worshippers. Both countries were home to rich, early civilizations and had some of the 

greatest poets and philosophers to ever live. Greece and India received the contemporaries of Jesus as 
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their first missionaries during the first century. St. Paul went to Greece and St. Thomas, a disciple of 

Jesus, went to India, probably around the same time. St. Thomas was later stabbed and killed in Madras 

by a Hindu priest. It is interesting to note that Greece is now a Christian nation while only about 5% of 

Indians are believers in Christ. The majority still follows Hinduism and worship idols. Even though it is 

hard to come up with any conclusive reason for this situation, it shows the power Hinduism holds over 

India and Indians. Even before 2000 years ago, Hinduism was very well established as a religion and as a 

culture in the Indian subcontinent. This religion penetrated every aspect of the Indian life and in essence 

became the culture and heritage of its followers. Every other philosophy or religious belief was 

vehemently rejected by Indians as being non-patriotic and un-Indian. This, we believe, may be the 

reason why the message of Christ continues to meet such resistance in India, while it has made great 

inroads in countries like Greece. 

Ancient Athenians and Hindus had many things in common in terms of their faith: 

They both worshipped many idols and nature gods. They were both very religious. When we search the 

Hindu religious writings, we can find many connecting points or bridges which can be used to connect 

Jesus and His salvation message in a way that makes it easier for Hindus to understand.    
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Two Very Different Paths 

Belief         Hinduism                                                                                                      Christianity 

Soul                    Eternal, all life has a soul, 
transmigrate           

Eternal, only humans have, for 
one lifetime 
 

Salvation            Earned by good works, duty, 
knowledge,  rarely in one 
lifetime or numerous                                       

Only by divine grace, to those 
who repent 
by putting faith in God. 
 

Free will             Man has free will, belief in 
destiny 
 

Pre-destination and free will at 
work 

Sin                       Man is sinful, man can try to 
work his way out   of it.        

Man is born sinful, has no 
control over it 
 

Forgiveness        No forgiveness  from God, karma 
has to   be paid off by works and 
many births               

God offers forgiveness, Jesus 
paid the debt for our karma if we 
ask forgiveness 

Life                       Cyclic, no beginning or end, 
everything  to be repeated age 
after age                                       

Linear with beginning and end, 
present one to be destroyed, 
eternal world to come 
 

Heaven & Hell     Exist as transient states in cycle 
of life   and death, not eternal                                                                                                
             

Eternal and final destiny of man 
 

God                      Part of creation, impersonal, 
unreachable, unknowable, 
people can become gods.                      

Creator, above creation, 
personal, relational, loving, only 
God is supreme. 

Incarnation           Avatars of god Vishnu, nine have 
come    to destroy evil doers, one 
more to come                        

One incarnation – Jesus, Son of 
God, destroyed evil itself, paid 
for our sin 
 
 

Worship               Millions of gods, idol worship 
prevalent, animal and nature 
worship                                                  

One God as Trinity, idol worship 
strictly forbidden 
 

Scriptures            Vedas, Upanishads, Epic poems- 
all considered scriptural         

Bible, only Word of God 
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Facts about Hindus                         

Hindus are a unique people with a very ancient culture that dates back over 4000 years. They are very 

proud of their heritage. Hindus believe that every person is born into his or her religion and should not 

change that for any reason. They have little respect for those who leave Hinduism to embrace another 

religion. 

Since religion and culture are so intertwined for a Hindu, they feel that they cannot be an Indian and 

anything but a Hindu. We must show respect for their beliefs. 

Hindus believe that Hinduism existed from pre-historic times. They cannot conceive of a religion 

(Christianity) only being 2000 years old. In their minds, Jesus could not be the God of the universe if He 

is part of fairly recent history.  

Hindus have very strong family loyalty and value systems and enormous respect for elders and teachers. 

It is part of their dharma (duty) to take care of family, including extended family. 

Many Hindus have an amazing willingness to engage in spiritual discussions, which is especially true of 

educated Hindus. They will even have discussions with Christians, in spite of their fear that Christians 

may only be interested in converting them. 

Tolerance and acceptance of many theological beliefs and religions is common among almost all Hindus. 

In Hinduism, no one is looked at as a ‘nonbeliever’, and they are terribly offended if we refer to them as 

such. To Hindus, anyone who believes in God is a ‘believer’. 

Hindus have no problem accepting Christ as one of the gods but not forsaking all their other gods. 

Pushing this point will only alienate them further and we will be branded as arrogant and narrow-

minded.  

Hindus have a culture that reveres holy men and gurus (teachers). The Hindu holy men live in poverty, 

sacrifice, self-denial, solitude and meditation. Hindus will be naturally attracted to Jesus who healed the 

sick, lived with very little, prayed often and willingly sacrificed His life for us. They also respect Jesus’ 

teachings on how to live a moral life. This is the Jesus they need to see through us. 

Hindus have developed deep-rooted prejudices against Christians which started from the time of early 

missionaries in India. Some of the missionaries were believed to have converted low caste Hindus by 

coercion and force. At the same time, it should be noted that many Hindus give credit to the 

missionaries for all the good changes that they brought to India. Without their sacrificial and Christ-like 

services, India would still be practicing sati (widow-burning). Child marriage, child prostitution and the 

dowry system are also slowly being eradicated because of the teachings of the missionaries. 

Hindus are known for their openness and willingness to accept prayers from their Christian friends. Our 

Hindu friends truly believe in the power of our prayers and never fail to thank us for praying for them. 



39 
 

They also share with us about how God changed situations after we prayed and it always encourages us. 

The concept of us praying for our friends is considered an unselfish act, and Hindus admire a faith that 

advocates such selflessness.   

Why Hindus find it hard to take the Gospel to Heart 

 The uniqueness of Christ and His claim to be God is too exclusive.  Precise statements about God 

are not commonly found in Hindu theology. As we have already seen in previous chapters, one 

of the well-known phrases referring to Brahman is neti, neti (not this, not that). This term gives 

us a glimpse into the unknowable god Hindus worship.  Hindus may argue that they have 

believed in Hinduism for many thousands of years and that such a belief system about god can’t 

be so wrong. They find it difficult to imagine that Christ, who was seen living among us as a Man 

just a ‘short’ 2000 years ago, can really be God. How can the divine be part of tangible human 

history? Hindu theology does not distinguish clearly between history and legend. The lack of 

precision about God and the inconclusiveness of theology, to some extent, help preserve the 

mystery of the divine. The gods Hindus worship are mostly mythological, and that fact is also 

part of this mystery. 

 Hindus face the fear of leaving their gods, thereby incurring their wrath. 

 Hindus don’t really believe that they are ‘sinners’ needing salvation or a Savior. They definitely 

don’t believe that they are born in sin, even though, as we will see later, their own scriptures 

have references to that fact. Why would God create us with the potential to become sinners and 

then punish us for our sinfulness? That is a legitimate question we may face from a Hindu, and 

we need to be prepared to give an honest and biblical answer for that. 

 Hindus believe they have to leave their heritage and way of life if they convert to another 

religion. Christians are many times guilty of giving this impression to Hindus by expecting the 

new believers to change their lifestyle and become more like Christians from the western world. 

This may include expecting them to worship in churches, sit on chairs instead of the floor, listen 

to western worship music and even eat meat. These practices may all be very different from 

what they are used to as Hindus. We need to remember to never push the new believers to give 

up their heritage in areas that are non-essential to their new faith (Acts 15:5-11). Hindus are 

afraid of being ostracized by their close-knit community and being called traitors or unpatriotic. 

When my daughter proudly professed her faith in Christ, her grandmother exclaimed with 

unbelief, “But, how can that be? You are an Indian!” Becoming a Christ-follower is looked at as a 

complete rejection of one’s family heritage and culture. 

 Many Hindus believe that only those from the lower castes become Christians because that is 

their only way to escape their low status in Hindu society. It was true that large numbers of the 

sutras and untouchables were transformed by the love of Christ and also escaped the cruelty of 

the caste system.  

 When a Hindu decides to follow Christ, marriage prospects and employment opportunities are 

affected. 

 Low caste Hindus are afraid that, by becoming Christians, they will lose many government 

benefits allocated for lower caste Hindus, such as job quotas, scholarships and admission into 

elite schools.  
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 Those from higher castes are the hardest to change. They have more to lose by leaving their 

Hindu faith to embrace the Christian faith. They will lose the social status they enjoy in society. It 

is also believed that Brahmins are closer to attaining salvation. The fear of risking such a 

privileged position can be a hindrance for higher caste Hindus to seriously look at what Christ is 

offering. 

 Hindus in general do not believe that a life can be truly transformed by the work of the Holy 

Spirit. They view new converts with suspicion and believe they are coerced with money and 

other benefits promised by the church or missionaries. Hindus feel that they have no need for a 

‘western religion’ which condemns non-Christians to hell as part of its teachings while the Hindu 

faith says that everyone, including Christians, will achieve moksha or heaven, even if it takes 

many rebirths. 

 Christianity is looked at as a ‘western religion’. Hindus do not want the westernization of the 

Hindu heritage. To them, it is the religion of white people while Hinduism is the religion for 

Indians. After St. Thomas was martyred, Christianity was brought to India by white missionaries, 

making Hindus believe that the Christian faith was part of a western heritage. The increased 

missionary activities during the British rule of India reinforced the impression that Christianity 

was an aggressive western religion that was only interested in making everyone else Christians 

like them. 

 Hindus seem to think of America as a Christian nation and cannot tell the difference between 

nominal Christians and true believers. They look at the prevalence of pornography, sexually 

explicit television programs, loud and vulgar music and scanty western clothing as part of the 

‘Christian’ lifestyle. As we can imagine, they associate mostly everything that is negative about 

Americans and their way of life as part of the ‘Christian’ way of life. They do not want the Indian 

culture to be corrupted by such a permissive religion.  We need to explain to our Hindu friends 

that much of the western culture and behavior do not in any way reflect true Christian values. 

 Most Hindus consider animal life valuable, and cows are especially sacred. Eating meat can be 

viewed as going against the Hindu belief of non-violence towards animals. 

 Lastly, many Christians, in their attempt to share Christ with Hindus, try to push them to come 

to church or prayer meetings, which are places of comfort for Christians, not Hindus. It would be 

far better if we could meet Hindus where they feel comfortable. They will then be more likely to 

listen to what we have to say about the message of Christ. 

It is an unfortunate fact that Christians can become the worst stumbling block and weakest link in 

establishing relationships with our Hindu neighbors. If we can only roll back our Christianity and lift up 

Christ, we believe more Hindus will be attracted to His message. 
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Friendship Building 

Cross-cultural outreach to Hindus is a special calling which needs much prayer and an earnest love in our 

hearts towards our fellow beings. It also flows from our gratitude to Jesus for opening our eyes to see 

His love for all people. Through Friendship Ministries we have built strong, sincere and loving 

friendships with many Hindu individuals and families over a long period of time. The first step after the 

initial acquaintance is to let your Hindu friend see how you live everyday as a follower of Christ. The old 

song called “What You Are” goes like this:  

“What you are speaks so loud that the world can’t hear what you say; they’re looking at your walk, not 

listening to your talk; they’re judging from your actions every day.” How we live should broadcast the 

lordship of Jesus over our lives. If your friend is curious about why you do something the way you do, 

take that opportunity to explain to him that it is Christ whom you want to honor through every aspect of 

your life. We have had numerous opportunities to share about our faith in Jesus with our Hindu friends.  

We also try to take every opportunity we can get to write or say something about why we live the way 

we do because of the work of Jesus in our lives. 

Building friendships is the most crucial step in reaching the hearts of Hindus. By showing love and 

respect we can build great friendships with anyone, especially Hindus.  If you meet a Hindu neighbor, 

invite him for coffee or tea to your home and start getting to know him. Hindus love being invited to our 

homes and shown hospitality because hospitality is very much a part of their culture. In the course of 

conversations, get to know his interests and needs.  God’s work starts with the prayers of God’s people, 

so pray for him from the beginning.  

 Try and be sympathetic to his views and situation. Let him see that you are genuinely interested in him 

as a friend and not simply collecting information to make judgments. When the time seems right, ask 

him simple, non-confrontational questions about his faith so that you can better understand your friend 

and what he believes in. It is very important that we are sensitive to the faith and practices of Hindus, 

making sure never to compare our faiths at any time. Never be judgmental or say anything negative 

about Hinduism or the Hindu gods. Sharing intimate information about your faith and the personal 

transformation in you, because of Christ, will rarely fail to help him open up and share what he believes 

in. If your friend seems reluctant, try not to make him feel that because you shared, he should too. 

Allow the friendship to grow stronger over many meals and afternoon teas. Your Hindu friend needs to 

realize that you are different from the stereotypical Christian that he had in his mind. Recently, we were 

invited to dinner at our Hindu friend Tina’s house. Tina had also invited her Hindu friend Sumi to meet 

us, which in itself was significant, because of the negative impression many Christians tend to have on 

Hindus. Sumi had many questions about Christ and the Christian religion.  We had a wonderful time of 

sharing about our beliefs and the evening ended with a promise from Sumi that our next meeting would 

be at her house! You see, we were becoming friends! An email the next day from Tina had this sentence: 

“My friend had a good time with both of you last night. She said you were the only two genuine and 
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non-judgmental Christians she had ever met.” We thanked God for giving us the ability to portray the 

real Christ to them.  

Our Friendship with Kamala 

Our friend Kamala has a very sad story to share, which she does not share easily. Life had taught her to 

be guarded and not trust anyone. That was how she was when we first met her more than 10 years ago. 

As for her opinion about Christians, Kamala feels that they are only interested in converting people to 

Christianity and told us, “Once a Hindu, always a Hindu.” We liked her for who she was, which was a 

woman who was treated harshly by life, a good Hindu with a good heart, and someone who was 

suspicious about the motives of Christians when they approached her. She was our Hindu neighbor and 

we loved her.  She has become our good friend. She still follows Hinduism but who knows what eternal 

impact our friendship may leave on her life. God’s power, not our actions, changes lives. 

Last summer, Kamala came to our home for lunch. We started talking about the falling housing market 

and how we may have lost all the equity in our home. As we gave exact figures about our finances, 

Kamala was shocked at our openness. She would never trust anyone enough to tell them about her 

financial state. Then an amazing thing happened! Kamala opened her heart to us and shared with us 

about her past life, all the time telling us, “I don’t know why I am telling you all this, I have never told 

anyone before!” We felt very sad for what she had been through and listened with genuine sympathy. 

She wanted my husband, as a pastor, to tell her if she would ever be rewarded for carrying out her 

personal responsibilities under very difficult circumstances.  He assured her that God who knows her 

heart will judge her justly, even if people don’t. It was a rare opportunity to tell her about God’s just 

judgment. Kamala, who felt that no one appreciated her, was happy to hear that God would be loving 

and just.  

 We mentioned to Kamala that we were doing some research about Hinduism, because of our desire to 

know and understand this great faith. What Kamala said next totally floored us. “You know, I don’t know 

the reasons behind the many rituals that I follow. Maybe you can explain to me some of what you are 

learning.” A proud Hindu, asking her two Christian friends to explain Hinduism to her, is unheard of. 

Kamala is very suspicious of Christians because of her assumption that the only reason they want to be 

friends with her is to change her into a Christian. We pray that God will give us many more opportunities 

to share with Kamala about the love of Jesus for hurting people like her.  

Questions that will identify Connecting/Bridging points: 

Once you have established a trusting friendship with your Hindu friend, it may be appropriate to ask 

some probing questions to get to know his faith. These discussions must be out of a loving and sincere 

desire to know his faith, while informing him about what you believe in.  Be in prayer for God to help 

you find the right connecting points with which your friend is familiar so that you can connect him to the 

Gospel message. Your Hindu friend must feel respected by you for what he believes in before he can 

open up to you. Remember how much he, as a Hindu, respects your beliefs! 

Because of their very vast belief system, there is a lot of variation in the faith and practices of different 

Hindus. Religion penetrates every aspect of a Hindu’s life, and Hinduism has become a lifestyle religion. 
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Hindus even adopt facets of other religions because of the belief that being non-exclusive is a noble 

thing. Unlike the Bible, there is no common doctrine or creed that applies to them all. You may not 

come across two Hindus who worship the same gods, celebrate the same festivals or read the same 

scriptures.  It is important not to assume to know his faith and what he believes in. You have to ask your 

friend what his beliefs are about God, man, sin and salvation, while making a sincere effort to listen 

carefully. If he uses words such as attain, achieve and accomplish, it will be quickly clear that he thinks it 

is man’s efforts that earn him liberation from his accumulated karma. There are a few questions you can 

ask as part of the conversation, always keeping in mind the following objectives: 

 To really get to know the faith and practices of your friend 

 To show the loving nature of Christ through your interaction and friendship 

 To identify some specific bridge points that will connect facets of his belief to the Gospel 

message 

 To point him to Christ as the Savior, which is your only purpose 

The following are a few sample questions. You can easily form your own questions to fit the personality 

and situation of your friend: 

 Could you tell me about your hope at the end of this life for what will happen to your soul? 

 Could you tell me how sure you are about reincarnation after this life? Do you have any idea 

what you were in your previous life? If you believe that you will reincarnate, can you predict 

who or what you will be in the next life?  

 How sure are you that you or anyone will ever completely get rid of all the karma? Can you be 

completely sure? 

 Just in case it is true that there is no life after this one and this is the only life you have, how will 

you feel about that? 

 What if God can forgive your karma in this life, without you having to pay for it by going through 

many lives? 

 What do you think of the idea that you can be enlightened and be with God after this one life? If 

you believe that, would you be interested to know how that is possible? 

 What do you think about Jesus? Do you know much about His teachings? Do you know why He 

died and how His death and resurrection affect us? 

If anything like this dialogue happens, make it a mutual exchange of information. If he shares his faith, 

you should comfortably talk about your testimony of how Jesus changed your life. Your story may have a 

tremendous impact on your friend, as only life stories can. 
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Building Bridges 

The Apostle Paul wanted to tell the Athenians about Jesus, the true God he came to know. As a well-

trained scholar of the Jewish scriptures, he came up with the brilliant idea of introducing the God of the 

universe through their knowledge of the gods they worshipped. He took the following steps: 

 He laid the foundation by getting to know their beliefs. By using this information and building 

bridges, he could connect the Athenians to the unknown concepts he wanted to introduce (Acts 

17:28). 

 He connected the Unknown God in whom they believed to the true God, Jesus (Acts 17:22-23). 

 He addressed the limitations of the gods they worshipped and pointed to the unlimited power 

of the true God (Acts 17:24-25). 

 He built bridges to reach the Athenians on the foundation that was laid to show Christ (Acts 

17:26-31). 

Known to the Unknown: Using Familiar (Hindu) concepts to connect Unfamiliar concepts (Christ)  

In the vast sea of the Hindu writings (scriptures) which contain mythology, philosophy, theology and 

wisdom literature, we are able to see nuggets of information which we can use to connect a Hindu to 

Christ and His message. These are concepts that illustrate some facts about Christ which may otherwise 

come across as totally strange to him.  The Bible says in Matt. 10:19b-20, “At that time you will be given 

what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.” Thus, 

God’s Word gives us the encouragement we need, as we venture into the delicate path of dialoguing 

with Hindus about topics such as forgiveness for sins and salvation. 

 Let us take a look at how the Gospel was initially presented to the Jewish community and later to the 

Gentiles. Many redemptive analogies straight out of the Jewish culture helped point to the message 

about the Messiah, the Christ. Jesus, while talking to the Samaritan woman drawing water at the well, 

tells her about the ‘living water’. The parables Jesus told the rural communities were about seeds, soil, 

wine, branches, a withering fig tree and the harvest. To fishermen He told parables about how to be 

fishers of men (Matt. 4:19). To the crowd that was looking for a miracle and said to Jesus, “Our 

forefathers ate the manna in the desert,” Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35a). Jesus 

called Himself the ‘Good Shepherd’ who tenderly leads His ‘sheep’, an analogy that portrayed the loving 

heart of God to the Palestinian rural community. Such redemptive analogies became God’s key to man’s 

culture. They were used to powerfully bring the message of Christ across cultural lines. Jesus promises 

Peter, “I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven…” (Matt 16:19a). God has provided the keys 

with which we can open the hearts of men of all cultures to the mysteries of God’s Kingdom. 

 We will now look at a few key concepts that are from within Hindu culture and writings. As we bridge 

them to concepts about Christ, we are contextualizing the Gospel in a powerful way using analogies 

from within Hindu culture. 
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Karmic Debt or (Cross of Christ) God’s Grace: 

We already learned from previous chapters how Hindus believe that the Law of Karma is responsible for 

the type of life they are now living. A good life is the result of past good deeds, and suffering is accepted 

as due retribution for past bad deeds. Residual karma is the bondage that keeps man from reaching 

God, a Biblical concept that the Hindu writings agree on. Doing dharma, living as best as they can in the 

present life and going through many reincarnations to pay off the karmic balance, are ways in which 

Hindus hope to get out of this bondage and attain moksha. It is also true that no Hindu has any hope of 

paying off his karma in one lifetime and has no certainty of paying for it in many lifetimes. Hindus, in 

general, have no belief in the concept that there is forgiveness for their karma. The Bible, on the other 

hand, makes it clear that man cannot get rid of his bad karma on his own by doing good deeds. Only 

God can forgive our karma, because of the way Jesus paid for it by offering His life as an atoning sacrifice 

on the cross. This is the price that is accepted by God as payment for the sins of men. In essence, we are 

forgiven by the grace of God (Eph. 2:8) through the sacrifice of Jesus.  A Hindu may have many problems 

accepting this concept. He does not believe that he is a sinner, he cannot understand God Himself 

paying for our karma to satisfy God’s justice and he does not see how it is possible for our karma to be 

forgiven without any effort from us.  

While talking to a Hindu, it will be more appropriate to refer to ourselves as ‘imperfect people’ rather 

than ‘sinners’, and both terms reflect the same truth.  A Hindu does not believe that he is a sinner. He 

believes that ignorance is the reason why he makes mistakes. Our belief that man is born sinful is 

unfamiliar and may be unacceptable to Hindus. We need to explain how and why we believe that sin is 

more than just breaking the rules or failing to do the right rituals but disobeying God’s laws. Hindus 

don’t believe that God expects men to follow His standards, which is an impossible expectation. A Hindu 

only compares himself with other people and may feel that he is a relatively ‘good’ person. Also, there is 

no clear teaching in Hindu theology that it is God who judges sin. Rather, the Law of Karma, operating 

on its own, metes out justice. 

 

 Hindus have great respect for the Bible and quoting from our scriptures is good practice to bring out a 

point. Psalm 51:5 and Ezek. 18:4 emphasize the enormity of sin and how sin is more than just breaking a 

few rules. A famous Sanskrit prayer called Pratasnanamantram seems to acknowledge the gravity of 

man’s sinfulness and need for God’s mercy: 

“Paapoham papa-karmoham paapaatma papa-sambhava(h); 

Trraahi maam Pundareekaaksha! Sarva-paapa-haha Hare!” 

It says: 

“I am born in sin, I am a sinful person, my deeds are sinful, 

I am a sinner, O! God, save me from all my sins.” 

The devotee is acknowledging that he is not only a sinner but born a sinner.    
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 Jesus, as God incarnate paying for our sins, will be another hard fact for a Hindu to comprehend. Why 

would an all-powerful God choose such a seemingly meek way to save men from the consequences of 

their own karma? You can explain the most beautiful attribute of God to your friend, which is the agape 

love of God.  By forgiving us and setting us free, God demonstrates the enormity of his love for mankind. 

This kind of love that made God offer His life for the ones He loves is called agape love (1 John 4:9-10, 

John 3:16 &15:12-13, 1 Pet. 2:24). Hindus appreciate the notion of love, sacrifice and humility. Your 

Hindu friend may find the idea of such a loving God very comforting. 

 A Hindu will no doubt think of God’s forgiveness, which doesn’t seem to cost man anything, as ‘cheap 

forgiveness’. He may also wonder what there is to stop us from committing the same sins again and 

again when God’s forgiveness is free and unlimited. Your Hindu friend needs to understand that God, in 

the person of Jesus, died a gruesome death on the cross. His blood sacrifice paid the penalty for our sins. 

Therefore, the forgiveness we can receive is not free but comes at great cost to God. It is not a pardon 

or reduced sentence, either. What prevents us from continuing in the same sins again and again? The 

knowledge that our forgiveness was paid for by the precious blood of Jesus, which is a very high price 

indeed. Our gratitude and love for God for what He did and our desire to honor Him are our greatest 

deterrents (Matt. 5:7). Lastly but most importantly, our lives are transformed by the help and counsel of 

God’s Spirit who comes to live in us.  As followers of Jesus, we are also expected to teach others to obey 

God (Matt. 28:20). 

Can any of us completely pay off all the karma we accumulate? Is there any chance of paying for it in 

this life? What is the assurance that we have life other than this one? If the answer to any of these 

questions is ‘no’ or ‘I’m not sure’, Jesus’ offer gives hope. 

 

Many Lives or One Life 

Hindus believe that it may take many lives, even millions, for their karma to be exhausted so that they 

can attain enlightenment. No one can know with any certainty how this will work out or how many 

reincarnations one has to go through. This belief may be understandably comforting to many because 

they don’t have to worry about facing God’s judgment at the end of this life. Because of their belief that 

they have no control over their ‘fate’ or destiny, Hindus in a way feel liberated in their spirits. Not even 

appealing to their gods can change the course of karma. Why worry about something you have no 

control over? This way of thinking gives Hindus tremendous freedom from worrying about their eternal 

destiny or wanting to make a firm commitment to change in any way. All they have to do in this life is to 

live as best as they can, and merging with Brahman will happen at some time during the endless 

repetition of time. We hope the reader can understand by now why the concept of facing either heaven 

or hell at the end of one short lifetime is something a Hindu would have hard time thinking about. 

 Making a decision to choose to worship Jesus, especially forsaking all other gods, is an even more 

daunting thought for a Hindu. He would rather keep all his options open by being devoted to all the gods 

that he knows. After all, he believes that they all lead to the same place.  If this is your friend’s belief, we 

hope you can understand why he believes what he believes. Praying on his behalf is always the most 
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important act of love we can demonstrate. The story of Lazarus and the rich man, may show how the 

decisions we make in this life, will determine forever what our eternal destiny will be (Luke 16:19-31). 

You can quote what the Bible says about us only having one life (Heb. 9:27-28), a truth that should force 

us to make right decisions in this life.  Do not use phrases like ‘born again’ to a Hindu; to him the phrase 

may be describing repeated births or reincarnation. 

Sankaracharya, a great Hindu saint, said, “Repeated births, repeated deaths and being in mother’s 

womb – this worldly process is too difficult to cross. Save me O destroyer of mura (sin) by your grace.”  

He is anguishing over the uncertainty of having to go through repeated births and deaths. He is pleading 

with the Destroyer of mura to save him by grace. The God of the Bible is that Destroyer of mura, and He 

promises to redeem us from our sins because of His great love for us. If we accept His offer of 

forgiveness, in humility and repentance, we can be absolutely certain that we will be ushered into the 

presence of God the instant we die. We will not have to endure one more life.   

Uncertainty or Certainty: 

As we already learned, Hindus can never be sure when their karmic debt will be exhausted, allowing 

them to become one with god. The Hindu scriptures give no assurance about their eternal destiny that 

they can hold on to. This uncertainty might make your Hindu friend want to take a closer look at Jesus, 

who does assure salvation in this lifetime for those who trust and devote themselves to Him.  

Our friend Kumar and his family are Hindus. Kumar grew up spending the early years of his life in the 

company of a guru and became well-versed in the disciplines of yoga and meditation. He later joined a 

Buddhist monastery and became a Zen master.  Kumar is considered a ‘holy man’ by many Hindus and is 

often asked to conduct wedding ceremonies. In spite of all these credentials, he is a humble man who 

tries to obey and honor God. Kumar truly believes that he is close to attaining moksha. Having had many 

interesting discussions about our respective faiths over the years, we recently decided to ask him how 

close he thought he was to attaining salvation. Because of his birth in a higher caste and life as a good 

person, Kumar thought he might attain moksha even at the end of this life. He admitted though that he 

could never be sure. 

  We told Kumar that because of our trust in what our scripture says, we believe that Jesus has already 

paid for our karma through the shedding of His blood. Since we have repented and put our faith in 

Jesus, our karma has already been forgiven by God. The moment we die, we will be in the presence of 

God (2 Cor. 5:8, Rom. 10:9, 12-13). Kumar seemed thoughtful and sincerely happy for us. Remember, 

Hinduism allows many beliefs and this was our belief; Kumar could accept that with respect. He is 

always pleasant and respectful. When we truly understand what Hindus believe in, we will be able to 

understand how hard it is for a Hindu to put his faith in one God when he could just add one more god 

to the many gods he worships. It is all the harder for someone like Kumar, who sincerely believes that he 

has almost attained salvation. We love Kumar dearly as a friend and brother and enjoy our discussions, 

regardless of whether or not he can agree with what we believe in.  
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Self-Enlightenment or Christ-Enlightenment 

Self-realization is a familiar concept not only within Hinduism but also with the New Age Movement, 

Buddhism and Sikhism. The basic premise is that the authentic self that exists in each individual has to 

be realized through disciplined spiritual striving. It can be instant or gradual and requires extensive body 

and mind preparation. In Hinduism, this state is called atma-jnana - knowledge of the true self which is 

beyond delusion and material existence. Self-realization can be achieved through the many yogas that a 

Hindu can practice. Hinduism believes that achieving complete self-realization may even require many 

lives. On a more basic level, as practiced by many Hindus and New-Agers, it involves spending time in 

deep meditation and self-denial practices. As the mind is emptied of all delusions and attachments, true 

self is realized (Chanting the names of the gods or other religious sounds is commonly used to help 

meditate). The process of meditation frees a person from all his passions and attachments so that he 

realizes the god in him. To put it another way, each individual is a god in himself, and it is his 

attachments and passions of life that keep him from realizing this basic truth. Dr. Weldon says in his 

book The Facts on Hinduism in America, “People often will be possessed by the spirits and could even 

become mentally ill through the process of serious meditation which can tap into the power of the evil 

spirits.” 

If we are friends with someone who is pursuing self-realization, we can suggest that they meditate on 

the true God instead of mere sounds. If he is willing, we can even suggest meditating on Jesus rather 

than just trying to empty the mind. We can assure this person that if he meditates on the true God, He 

will reveal Himself to him and make His presence known to him.  It is not possible to keep one’s mind 

empty for too long; it will be occupied by the evil spirit that will turn us away from God. The God we 

worship is from above and separate from creation. We are His created beings and can NEVER become 

one with Him or equal to Him. We can worship God and have fellowship with Him as devotees and 

spend eternity with Him by acknowledging the sacrifice of Jesus for our karma (John 8:23). The God of 

the Bible desires a personal relationship with those He created. Hindu theology portrays Brahman as 

impersonal and uninvolved with the created beings. The Bible, on the other hand, is full of stories about 

the various emotions Jesus expressed during His incarnation; Jesus wept when His friend died and even 

for those who rejected Him, He was sad and He showed anger at other times (John 11:33-35, Matt. 19:4, 

12:27, Mark 14:33-34). Jesus, who is the exact image of God, exhibited many emotions, just like the men 

and women He had created. God does not want us to lose our selves or empty our minds completely to 

know who we are. He wants us to come to Him just as we are. He reveals Himself to those who earnestly 

worship Him. Worship doesn’t require extreme physical or mental discipline. It only requires faith in God 

and the desire to be led by Him. 

Image worship or Worship of the Unseen God: 

Rituals and idol worship are at the heart of the Hindu religion. Most of the Hindu gods and goddesses 

are represented by man-made idols. These images of the gods have special attire, vehicles and weapons 

according to their power and position as told by the legends. The gods exhibit many of the 

characteristics of the men and women who design them. They quarrel, slay, take revenge, womanize, 

plot against each other, lie, cheat and steal. Many deities have vehicles on which they ride, just like 

humans. For example, the goddess Saraswathi sits on a peacock, Vishnu on a serpent, Shiva on a bull, 
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Durga on a lion and the elephant god Ganesh on a mouse. We have already learned in earlier chapters 

how the gods are bathed, clothed, fed, put to sleep and worshipped in homes and temples. Gods also 

get married and have children.  

The Bible strongly forbids idolatry (Levi. 19:4, Exod. 20:3-5). To this, most Hindus will claim that they are 

not really worshipping the idols in front of them but rather that the images and idols are only to help 

them focus their minds on the invisible god. Most Hindus do believe that is what they are doing.  If that 

is the case with your Hindu friend, he may be willing to seek and worship the unseen God without 

looking at any idols. We would like to mention one young man from Chicago, a high caste Brahmin by 

birth, who became a believer in Jesus through this very same process. He had become disenchanted 

with the teachings that his family believed in for generations. In his quest to find the God of the 

universe, he sincerely cried out to God to reveal the truth to him. When he did, it was Jesus who 

appeared to him! This young man’s life was totally transformed and he became a devotee of Jesus. He is 

now the author of the website called www.Yeshusamaj.org. His testimony and testimonies of many 

other Hindus who came to encounter Jesus through their earnest seeking can be found on this website. 

He continues to tell the story of his redemption through his work among Hindus. Our loving God reveals 

Himself to those who sincerely seek and worship Him.  

Hindu Avatars or Incarnation of Christ 

Avatar means ‘to appear’ or ‘descend’. It is the birth of god as a living being, in physical form, to live 

among created beings. An avatar doesn’t have to be human; it can also be semi-human, an animal or a 

mystical form. Hindu theology describes nine such avatars of the god Vishnu that have already come 

into this world. They came in the form of fish, tortoise, wild boar, dwarf and man-lion as well as human 

forms like Parasuram. The heroes of the Hindu epics called Ramayana and Mahabharata (Rama and 

Krishna) are also believed to be avatars of Vishnu. Rama and Krishna exhibited all the flaws of human 

nature, just like the people they came to save. For example, Lord Krishna was known for stealing and 

chasing after women. Rama and Krishna were not believed to be Vedic gods, nor were they known to be 

worshipped by Vedic Aryans; they came to exist in the later Hindu writings. According to Hindu belief, 

the avatars came to fight evil men and help suffering, virtuous people. The avatars fought the evil-

doers, slayed them and then died just like their victims. Since they did not destroy evil itself, which 

continued to flourish in this world, more avatars needed to come to rescue the good people. The tenth 

avatar that Hindus expect will come at the end of this world order in the form of a sword called Kali, 

which is believed to destroy everything that exists of this world. Hindus believe that the universe will be 

recreated again, ready for the next cycle. 

When Jesus came into this world, He was God-Man, absolutely sinless and perfect. He lacked all the 

human qualities that are sinful while retaining qualities like tenderness, love, sadness and even 

righteous anger. He came not to destroy evil men but to destroy evil itself by taking the evil of all 

humanity on Himself. Since God’s justice requires that we pay for our evil deeds, Jesus, by sacrificing His 

life on a cross, paid for them. Even though He will be the ultimate Judge of all humanity, He also became 

the ‘criminal’ so that He could make the appropriate payment as a ‘criminal’; only, the payment He 

made was on our behalf and for our karma. Your Hindu friend will understand the concept that sin 

breaks up relationships, including our ultimate presence with God. He should also know that his 

http://www.yeshusamaj.org/
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situation as a man with accumulated karma is hopeless or only remotely hopeful by going through 

numerous reincarnations. By destroying evil, Jesus did something no other avatar has ever done. He 

made it possible for everyone, including your friend, to receive forgiveness from God for his karma. 

Because Jesus is God Himself, He came back to life and will exist forever, making the incarnation of 

Christ even more unique. 

 

                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



51 
 

13 
 

Message of the Bible and references from the Vedas – Appealing to Educated 

Hindus 

Most Hindus are amazingly open to discussions about other religions, especially the Christian faith. 

Hindus feel comfortably open-minded towards others because of the belief that all religions lead to the 

same destination. This is even truer of educated Hindus and those from the higher castes with their 

intellectual and analytical minds. This factor may help us to share the Gospel message more effectively 

with them, using God’s Word as our most effective tool (Is. 55:10-11). 

As followers of Jesus, we believe that the Bible is the only inspired Word of God. The Vedas and other 

Hindu writings have numerous nuggets of truth, which get muddled by all the rest of the philosophies, 

tales, legends and wisdom that make up these writings. These truths were revealed to the Hindu sages 

by the Creator long before the incarnation of Jesus. They were to point those who were truly seeking 

towards the Savior.  Most of the sages missed those revealed pearls even as they were seeking God. 

Even though Hindus claim and believe that the Vedas were inspired by the gods and spoken to the 

sages, it is an accepted fact that there is no solid historical support for most of the Vedic stories and 

incidences. For any writings to be inspired by God, they must contain the absolute truth. It is also a 

known fact that many of the Vedic incidents are very vague and contradict each other. Even as we 

acknowledge the inaccuracies and imperfection of the Vedic writings, we cannot completely disregard 

them and miss the truth found in them. Any analogy in the Vedas that foreshadows Christ must be used 

to connect the Gospel message to Hindus by means of bridge-building.  

Don Richardson, missionary to the Sawi of the former Netherlands New Guinea, writes in his forward 

letter to Christ in the Ancient Vedas, “Years ago I read that Hinduism’s most ancient text, the 3000-4000 

year old Rg Veda, contains a prophecy about a “Lamb which must be sacrificed for the sins of mankind – 

a Lamb without blemish”!.... .. I viewed that one prophecy as a significant overruling of God. He had 

mercifully ordained that millions of idol-worshipping Hindus should have at least this one redemptive 

analogy, i.e., a compass needle pointing them – from within their own culture – to our Judeo-Christian 

Scriptures and to Christ.” Don Richardson’s sacrificial work brought many Sawi out of utter darkness and 

to Christ because he took the trouble to understand their culture and effectively contextualized the 

Gospel message to appeal to them. Don masterfully used the redemptive analogies found in the Sawi 

culture, which God had already provided for them, so that one day they would come to know the Savior. 

In the same way, God also revealed glimpses of Himself to Hindus, who as a people are very spiritual. 

The sages and rishis (holy men) of ancient India searched for God and meditated on Him all their lives, 

forsaking all worldly comforts. The Bible says that, to such people, God reveals himself (Deut. 4:29). 

Ancient Hindu culture, with its elaborate system of animal sacrifices and rituals, had many parallels to 

Judaism.  The God of the Jews is also the God of Hindus, and He made Himself known to Hindus in ways 

that they may not have understood and we may not fully understand. As you dialogue with your Hindu 

friend, use the Word of God as the sword of the spirit (Eph. 6:17). Lead him through his sinfulness, God’s 
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holiness and justice, man’s need for atonement for his karma and the loving grace of our Lord, the Sin-

Destroying Light. In this chapter, the authors are using some key elements of truth from the Vedas to 

connect to the full truth of the Bible. We are attempting to help Hindus better understand the Gospel 

message by contextualizing and connecting it with what they may already know. We cannot arrogantly 

continue to deny the fact that God has given glimpses of the Messiah to many cultures across the world. 

We are aware that many Christians have difficulty accepting that there is any truth at all in the Hindu 

writings. In the same way, many Hindus don’t like to hear that Christ may have been revealed in the 

Vedas as the Sinless Savior who sacrificed His life for them. We would like to stress that the Bible is the 

ONLY true Word of God and the source of all that God has revealed about Himself.   

Sinfulness of Man: 

 Hindus chant a well-known Sanskrit prayer that goes like this: 

“Paapoham papa-karmoham paapaatmaa papa-sambhava(h); 

Traahi maam Pundareekaaksha! Sarva-paapa-hara Hare!” 

It means: 

“I am born in sin, I am a sinful person, my deeds are sinful; 

I am a sinner, O! God, save me from all my sins.”  

The Hindu devotee who chants this mantra is calling out to God before his morning bath, hoping for 

water to cleanse him from his karma. It is interesting to note that he is acknowledging his sinfulness; 

something Hindus in general have a hard time accepting. The Bible is clear about man’s sinful nature and 

how desperately he needs God’s mercy (Ps. 51: 2-5). In this passage David, the king of Israel, is crying 

out to God, asking Him to wash away his inequities and cleanse him from his sins. He understood that 

his sins against men were really against God. His repentant heart was all that was required to receive 

forgiveness from God.  

 

 

Born in Sin: 

 It is important to remember that sin is not just what is in the world. It is the nature of man and is in 

man.  Hindus will have a hard time grasping the idea that Adam’s sin can affect all of humanity forever.  

Why would God create men with sin and then punish them for their sinfulness? Brihadaranyaka 

Upanishad writings mention that Jeeva (soul) acquires evil right at birth (4.3.8). Pathitha Sambhava, a 

term used in the Hindu texts, refers to ‘sinful birth’ – these references show that Hindu scriptures also 

mention sinful birth. 

If you get a chance, ask your Hindu friend, “Do you think a sinful man born in sin can by his own efforts 

stop sinning and also save himself from the consequences of his karma?” Hindus believes that according 
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to the law of karma each person has to pay for his own karma. No one can tell how many good deeds 

and how many births it will take to exhaust all the karma a person accumulates. We have to tell our 

Hindu friends why we believe that man on his own can never pay for his or anyone else’s karma. The 

Bible says, “No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him” (Ps. 49:7). Hindus 

never seriously think about these things. They accept the fact that their ‘fate’ is already fixed, and there 

is nothing they can do to change it. In an odd sense, that frees a Hindu from having to worry enough 

about his destiny to change his belief system. 

Mahatma Gandhi, considered a good and holy man by most people, did not think he was close to 

attaining salvation. Gandhi, in his autobiography, expresses his anguish over the impossible task of living 

a pure life: “But the path of self-purification is hard and steep. To attain perfect purity one has to 

become absolutely passion- free in thought, speech and action; to rise above the opposing currents of 

love and hatred, attachment and repulsion, I know that I have not in me as yet that triple purity, in spite 

of constant ceaseless striving for it……..But I know that I have still before me a difficult path to 

traverse…..” Gandhi knew in his spirit that in spite of his righteous living he hadn’t attained perfect 

purity, something that is necessary to attain moksha. If Gandhi’s destiny was in doubt, can anyone else 

be sure? If only you can put that doubt that Gandhi had in your Hindu friend’s mind, you may have 

helped him realize his inability to attain perfect purity on his own.  

A Holy God and Sinfulness of Man: 

God is perfect and holy. “……Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty…” is how the Bible refers to God in 

worship (Is. 6:3). God desires to be in a loving relationship with those He created. Hindu theology 

doesn’t talk about man being in a love relationship with Brahman. Brahman is not portrayed as 

personal, just or loving. However, merging with the supreme Brahman is the desire of every Hindu, 

which cannot happen until their bad karma is exhausted. A Hindu accepts the fact that he will have to 

get rid of his karma by his efforts and many reincarnations, as determined by the law of karma. He has 

no idea that there is forgiveness from God for his sins. Also, the Bible tells us that no one can be rid of 

his sins on his own, not by good deeds or repeated births or by any other means. The only way is 

through forgiveness from God, because He is our Judge who has the authority to forgive sins. Your 

Hindu friend may be interested to hear that the Vedas call sin ‘transgression against dharma of god’ (law 

of god) (Rg Veda 7.89.5). King David sinned against God by committing adultery and murder. The 

beautiful thing is, when David cried out to God in sorrow and repentance, saying, “Against you, you only 

have I sinned….” (Ps. 51:4), he was forgiven for the terrible things he had done. Murder and adultery 

probably top the list of horrible sins. Forgiveness came when King David understood that the crimes he 

committed against a man were really against God. If a Hindu is convinced in his heart that all his sins, no 

matter who they are against, are committed against God who gave us the laws and rules to live by, he 

will know how desperately he needs God’s forgiveness. If Hindus can grasp the concept of a love-

relationship between God and man and how that is broken when man sins against God, they will be able 

to better imagine the enormity of man’s sins against a holy God. 

Consequences of Sin: 

The Bible warns us that sin results in death. ”The wages of sin is death.” (Rom. 6:23) 
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Upanishad Mandala Brahmana says, “Paapa Phalam naragathi masthu,” which means, “The fruit of sin is 

hell.” Sin results not only in physical and spiritual death, but it produces physical and emotional 

afflictions. 

Hitopadesha, another Hindu writing, states:  

“Rog, shoka, pari-taaba, bandhan vyasnanicha, 

Athma aparadha vrukshanam falani yedhani dhehinam.” 

Translated, it means, “Sickness, sorrow, pain, bondage and affliction 

These are the fruits of the tree of man’s transgression.” 

 

These are examples of some of the gems 
of truth that are found in the Hindu 
writings. They represent beautifully what 
God’s Word says about what sin does to 
man in this life. In the Bible we read, “No 
good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad 
tree bear good fruit. Each tree is 
recognized by its own fruit” (Luke 6:43-
44a). In this passage Jesus is specifically 
talking about how we can recognize each 
tree, whether good or bad, by the fruit it 
bears. Interestingly enough, the Hindu 
writing is calling the consequences of 
man’s transgression ‘fruits’. It goes to 
show that when there are transgressions 
in the tree of life, the consequences will 
be reflected in the fruits that are 
produced.  

 

By pointing to what his own scripture says, we may be able to help our Hindu friend understand this 

concept. He may even now be experiencing the consequences for some of his actions. 

Atonement for Sin (Karma): 

An elaborate system of animal sacrifices existed in the middle east and on the Indian sub-continent 

during the vedic times and afterwards. Hinduism later evolved into a religion that adopted ahimsa (to do 

no harm, non-violence), which has become one of its tenets. This is because Hinduism came to believe 

that all life is sacred. However, animal sacrifices are still offered even today in many village temples in 

India.  

The Vedas have many references to the shedding of blood for the atonement of karma. A well-known 

saying in ancient Hinduism was Jeevo jivasya jeevane, which means, ‘Living of soul is obtained by Life-

Giver.’  
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The God of the Bible required the shedding of animal blood to cover the sins of the people. It is written 

in the book of Leviticus, “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make 

atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life” (Lev. 17:11). 

The New Testament mentions the need for blood sacrifice. However, the blood of animals could only 

cover men’s sins temporarily. As we continue to sin, perpetual animal sacrifices will be necessary. That is 

why God chose to come into this world 2000 years ago, in the sinless person of Jesus, to become the 

perfect sacrificial Lamb by shedding His blood. With His death, a permanent atonement for man’s karma 

has been made.  

 

The writer of the book of Hebrews points out the 
reason for the incarnation of Christ: “…and 
without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness,”(Heb. 9:22) It is extraordinary to 
note in the vedic writings that the ancient Indian 
sages had a shadowy glimpse of Jesus thousands 
of years before Christ came to live among us. In 
his book Christ in Ancient Vedas, Dr. Joseph 
Padinjarekara writes how Christ was 
foreshadowed in the Vedas long before His 
incarnation.  “This Purusa (man) is the perfect 
victim for the one great sacrifice performed even 
before the creation of the world……It is very 
important for us to know this Purusa for our 
salvation. The Svetasvataropanishad says that 
the one and only way to immortality is to know 
this Purusa and there is no other way to enter 
into eternal life (….Nanyahpantha vidyate-
ayanaya). ’’ 

This Purusa is also called Nishkalanka Purusa, which means ‘Sinless Savior.’ Dr. Padinjarekara lists many 

reasons why there is no one who fits this description of the Purusa of the Vedas except our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Sadly, the sages from Vedic times did not recognize this truth for what it represented. The Bible 

says this about our Sinless Savior: “God presented Him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in His 

blood” (Rom. 3:25). 

If your Hindu friend is concerned about his karma that needs to be paid off, you can assure him by 

quoting this from the Bible: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God….” Eph. 2:8). God is extending forgiveness to men just by trusting in Him. 

However, this gift is of no good unless it is accepted and received. Sadhu Sundar Singh, the well-known 

orange-robed Indian evangelist, commented during one of his speeches that, “I have never yet failed to 

get a hearing if I talk to (Hindu) about forgiveness of sins and peace and rest in your heart.” 

Longing for Deliverance: 

The ancient Hindu sages longed to be free from the cycle of life and death so that they could unite with 

Brahman. The following well-known prayer from Brhadaranyaka Upanishad (1:3:28) gives us a glimpse 

into their hearts: 
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Asato ma gamaya, Tamaso ma jyotir gamaya, 

Mrtyorma amrtam gamaya.”  

What is the devotee saying? He is saying: 

”From the unreal lead me to the real, From darkness lead me to light, 

From death lead me to immortality.” 

He is praying for deliverance from unreality, darkness and death, seeking truth, light and eternal life. 

Who but the Sin Destroying Light can lead a man to truth, light and eternal life? 

 Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6a). Jesus is the supreme Sin-Destroying Light. 

Jesus – The (karma) Sin Destroying Light  

Jesus says, “I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have 

the light of life” (John 8:12). 

Jesus, our sinless Savior, is the Sin-Destroying Light that the ancient sages were seeking. The Bible also 

says this about Him: “The Light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it” (John 

1:5). We stumble through darkness because of the effects of our karma. Jesus is our Light of hope, the 

Light that can dispel the darkness cast by sin. His shed blood paid for our karma as God’s required 

payment. The Bible assures us that by accepting Jesus and His sacrificial payment on our behalf, we are 

released from the bondage of karma. We don’t have to go through endless life cycles or do good deeds 

to pay it off. Don’t think that we are simply pardoned or let off the hook by God though. We are set free 

only because God Himself paid the price on our behalf! How unbelievably comforting is this good news! 

God’s amazing love: 

The Hindu scriptures don’t have much to say about the love of God.  It is important for the followers of 

Jesus to bring home this unique message of God’s love to our Hindu neighbors. God’s love for us is so 

great that He wants to restore man’s relationship with Him that is broken by sin. Hindus long to merge 

with Brahman too, but their karma keeps them away and in a perpetual cycle of birth and death. While 

Brahman is portrayed as an impersonal god, we worship a God of great love who took the steps to come 

down to our world to live among us and die for us. It is like the mother who runs to her crying baby 

because she knows that her baby is not capable of running to her. Jesus came to us because He knew 

that we were not capable of approaching Him in our sinful state. This kind of sacrificial love is described 

as Agape love. It is the highest form of love, a love that makes someone give his life for the ones he 

loves (1 John 3:16). The story of the prodigal son would be a good story to share with a Hindu at this 

time, a story that tells about the great love of a father for his wayward son. 

Jesus, who is called the Good Shepherd, says, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they 

follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand” 

(John 10: 27-28). What more can God do for us? He not only liberates us from our karma, but He 
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promises to keep us safe in His hands, from where we can never be removed! Remind your Hindu friend 

how karma has to be paid for before moksha can be realized, and man cannot accomplish it by his own 

efforts. 

When your friend is ready to allow the Sin-Destroying Light to penetrate his life, ask him to quietly say 

this prayer:  ‘Dear God, I admit that I have gone my own way and disobeyed your commands. I am ready 

to turn from my sins and to you, the Sin-Destroying Light. Thank you for sacrificing your life to pay for 

my sins. I believe that Jesus died for me; I ask you to forgive me and come into my life and change me 

forever. Thank you for promising eternal life with you. I promise to follow you.’ 
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PART 3 – BIBLICAL APPLICATION 
             

                                                                            14 
 

 How I saw the Light – The Story of my Search 

I was born and raised in a Hindu family in south India. My parents were God-fearing and followed all the 

traditions of the Hindu religion. They observed the religious holidays, went to many temples to worship 

and performed the required rituals to please the gods. I believe my family chose to worship a few gods 

among an unlimited array of them, which was common practice among Hindus. I remember that our 

home, like every other Hindu home, had a shrine which housed all those gods that we regularly 

worshipped. Hindus are very particular about the many rituals that need to be performed before the 

gods while making sure the gods are not defiled by anything that is considered ‘unclean’.  To Hindus, 

systematic performance of the rituals is worship. We did all the right things to please the gods and to 

earn their favor. 

My parents instilled a lot of fears about many other things also, such as going out in the dark, temple 

priests, water, some animals and birds, and ailments like chicken pox, which were believed to be caused 

by evil spirits. Many ailments were considered to have been caused by the evil spirits, with such beliefs 

being more common in villages.  Something else that stands out in my mind from that time is all the 

rituals that were performed in the home; rituals to ward off evil, remedy a curse someone had placed on 

us and to make amends to the gods for some wrong-doing. Our good deeds also included dietary 

restrictions like not eating meat on certain days, fasting and other self-denying and sacrificial actions. In 

spite of all the fears that were part of the Hindu religion, I was happy because I did not know anything 

else. Also, I sincerely believed that my parents were good, broad-minded people. They worshipped their 

gods, yet respected other religions and taught their children to do the same. There were few Christian 

and Muslim families who lived near us, and we were on good terms with them.  

I was sent to a Christian school for the discipline and good education for which the school was known. 

One of the first things I learned while studying the Bible as part of the curriculum was that idol worship 

was forbidden by God. The concept of bowing before idols started to make me uneasy. Knowing how 

fair my mother was about different religious beliefs, I asked her about it. The answer she gave me 

satisfied me completely; she said that the idols were there only to help us focus. We too were really 

worshipping the same invisible God that the Christians worshipped. She also told me that even though it 

may seem like we worshipped many gods, those were only different manifestations of the one God. She 

convinced me that we were not really worshipping the wood or stone or millions of gods. This is the 

explanation many Hindus believe and give when asked the same question. 

When I was admitted into a Christian college, God must have really started to pursue me! It was no 

coincidence that I got all of my education in Christian institutions while living in a predominantly Hindu 

country! I was by now reading the Bible, singing the hymns and even started attending church services. I 

learned that Jesus loved us and wanted a relationship with us. For the very first time, God and worship 
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seemed to make sense to me. The slogans (chanting) that I used to recite without any understanding 

now seemed meaningless. I began to wish that I could relate to this God who supposedly loved His 

created beings. Yet, the fear of angering the Hindu gods and insulting my family prevented me from 

thinking more about it. 

After we moved to the city, my family had many Christian friends. In spite of the fact that I was starting 

to long for Jesus, I did not like most of the Christians. They seemed arrogant about their religious beliefs 

and looked down on others who believed differently. I would like to share one painful experience I had 

with Christians, an experience that took Jesus a lot of work to undo! After I had just finished college, my 

father was diagnosed with esophageal cancer.  A few of our Christian friends started to come and pray 

for him. I was grateful that they would take the time to do this for us and also very hopeful that my 

father would be healed.  I believed then that if we pray God will give us whatever we ask for. After a 

short fight with cancer and having gone through surgery and chemotherapy, my father lost the battle. 

As they tried to console me, one of the ladies who had prayed told me that if I had sincere faith in their 

prayers, my father might have lived. As can be expected, this information devastated me. Did I cause my 

father’s death because of my lack of faith?  This example shows the ignorance as well as arrogance of 

those Christians whom God had put in my life at that time. They knew nothing about other faiths, yet 

they talked about the superiority of their faith in a condescending way. How I wish they made some 

attempt to get to know their Hindu neighbors! If they did, some Hindus may have seen Christ through 

them. 

I was becoming more disenchanted with Hinduism and all its ritualistic practices. The gods were distant 

and unapproachable. There was no concept of communicating with or praying to a personal and loving 

God. I had come to know enough about God to long for such a relationship. My life became harder after 

I got married and moved to Australia with my first husband and my daughter. We had to go through the 

slow and difficult process of making friends and adjusting to a new culture and place. My husband 

worked a lot and also started his doctoral program, which was his longtime desire. I missed my family 

and home and was terribly lonely. I longed for spiritual guidance as I was struggling to navigate my life 

through those difficult times. Unfortunately, most Australians are not very religious. I recently found 

out, to my amazement, that our next door neighbors had prayed for our family during those times! The 

Banks had four children who became close friends with mine. I had watched the six of them piling into 

their green station wagon and going to church every Sunday morning, a rare sight in Australia. I could 

never understand their desire to spend entire Sundays at church. Looking back I can see how the Hound 

of Heaven was after me all those years ago! 

Our family later moved to the U.S because of my husband’s work. My marriage became harder and I 

missed the friends we had made in Australia. Where was this God who touched my life so long ago? As I 

thought more about Him my fears about the Hindu gods began to fade away. I started visiting several 

churches, taking my three children with me. I endured my husband’s anger and ridicule about me 

‘looking for peace and purpose in a church.’ For the first time, I was able to draw strength from true 

Christian fellowship and the messages that God was speaking to me. I now knew without any doubt that 

the God of the Bible was not angry with me for my past mistakes, and He loved me in spite of them. I 

felt humbled knowing that God could love and forgive a Hindu who worshipped many gods and idols. 
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However, I also knew I could not continue to live the same life. The time had finally come for me to 

make Jesus the Lord of my life. The thought of worshipping Him, praying to Him and spending time with 

Him felt really calming and reassuring. 

I now faced the most excruciating dilemma; it was the thought of my three children. I felt guilty for not 

raising them up to know and love Jesus. I failed terribly as a mother. How can I now embrace Jesus and 

save myself? Where would that leave my young children who still needed me? What kind of a mother 

would do such a selfish thing? As I was torn and haunted by these thoughts, all the joy I felt earlier was 

replaced by helpless sadness. I cried out to God for direction, knowing that He did not bring me to this 

point to let me out of His grasp. God revealed what I desperately needed to hear through a dear friend. 

My friend said, “You are not going to abandon your children by becoming a child of God. Instead, you 

are going to gain access into His throne room through Jesus. You will then have the power to intercede 

for them.” A huge weight lifted off my shoulders. Why didn’t someone tell me this simple truth earlier? I 

was overwhelmed with joy! I confessed my sins and asked Jesus to forgive me and transform me; I 

finally surrendered. It took me 30 years to see and accept the undeniable truth! Friends, please do not 

give up praying for your Hindu neighbors! You have to be there for the long journey. 

 God encouraged me for loving and trusting Him by answering my prayers for my children. My oldest 

daughter gave her life to Christ in less than a year. Why was I so surprised at that? My other daughter 

followed right behind her as she encountered the ‘true’ Jesus. I know that my son is in God’s hands. My 

entire family continues to sincerely follow the Hindu religion. As good and god-fearing Hindus, they are 

happy that I found joy in Jesus. After my first marriage ended, God brought a godly man into my life.  

Since we married, my husband and I have established loving relationships with my brothers and their 

families. We are closely involved in their lives and are in constant communication with them. As they 

share about their life events, we share about what God is doing in our lives.  My family listens with 

respect, love and interest. God loves Hindus and loves my family and friends, and this truth gives us 

assurance. 

I am very passionate about how we Christians come across to Hindus or anyone else. I truly believe we 

can make a tremendous difference in how they look at Christ and Christianity based on our encounters 

with them.  Do we make Hindus feel like we are just interested in converting them so that we can get 

the credit? This is the real fear for many Hindus. Or, do we come across as judgmental and superior 

because we have it all together? It is true that we have eternal security and safety, but it is not because 

of anything we did, it is only because of what Jesus did in and through us. If our attitude is anything like 

this, Hindus will be turned away from us and from the precious message of hope that we can share with 

them.  I was one of those Hindus who kept Jesus knocking at my door for a long time. We need to show 

genuine interest in the lives of the Hindus we know and be their friends. We have to show that we are 

there for the long journey and the good and bad times. Most importantly, pray for them without ceasing 

as my neighbors, the Banks, prayed for me. By doing these things, we allow Jesus to use us and to do in 

every Hindu what He did in me.  
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Loving and Biblical Ways to Present the Gospel 

1 Pet. 3:15 says, “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect.” 

Peter, a disciple of Jesus, was afraid to acknowledge that he even knew Jesus when our Lord was going 

to His death. Peter’s fear of being ostracized or even killed made him deny His master as Jesus was being 

treated as a common criminal at the high priest’s house. However, after the death and resurrection of 

our Lord, the Pentecost experience totally changed Peter. The transformation was unbelievable! Peter 

was not afraid to proclaim Jesus as Lord in front of huge crowds. What was it that changed Peter to such 

an extent that he was ready to die for His Lord? What was the reason for the hope Peter and the other 

disciples now had that made them forget those dark hopeless days when they saw their Master being 

persecuted and crucified? It was the love that Jesus demonstrated at the cross to save the lives of 

sinners like Peter and us. When Peter understood who Jesus really was, the Son of God who died for 

men, Peter was forever a changed man. That same love of God is continuing to change millions even 

today, including us, and we respond in gratitude, like Peter did, and tell everyone about the reason for 

our hope. It is Jesus and his sacrificial death that saves men from eternal death. We must share this 

message of hope with Hindus. When we do, if we don’t share it with love, compassion and respect for 

who they are, we will be discrediting the very heart of the Gospel message and the love God has for 

Hindus. 

 

 We must believe in the ministry of the Holy Spirit to ultimately transform a life. Pray for your 
Hindu neighbor to come face to face with Jesus and His life-transforming power. Fasting and 
ongoing prayer for right opportunities and wisdom in our approach are important. It will be a 
fight against the darkness that permeates Hinduism (Eph. 6:10-12). 
 

 Make every attempt to forge sincere friendships with the Hindus you come across. Hospitality is 

highly valued in the Indian culture and Hindus are known for their hospitality even to strangers. 

Extending invitations to your home for a cup of tea or a meal will go a long way in drawing them 

towards you. If you both have children of the same age, forming friendship will be even easier. 

You can invite their children for play time in your home. There are many innovative ways in 

which you can build friendships based on your Hindu neighbor’s situation.  

 Remember that Hinduism, because of its inclusive nature, allows much freedom as to how it is 

practiced even from family to family and individual to individual. Each individual Hindu’s faith 

and how he practices that faith may be unique, a concept that may be hard for a Christian to 

understand. We encourage you to ask your Hindu neighbor questions to get to know his faith. 

 In all circumstances and at all times, we should try and show true joy (1 Thes. 4:16). If asked for 

the reason for our joy, we will have the perfect opportunity to tell them about Jesus. 
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 Never underestimate the richness of the Hindu religion’s culture and heritage. Hinduism boasts 

of being one of the oldest world religions and has the oldest scriptures. Many Hindus believe 

that their religion existed almost from pre-historic times. Hindu religious philosophy has 

penetrated every aspect of the Indian culture; religion and culture have become inseparably 

intertwined. Many believe that to be Indian is to be Hindu. Hindu theology, mythology and 

history are also so intertwined that it is hard to comprehend where one ends and the other 

begins. We should never use these facts to criticize or undermine their religion. We can, 

however, stress the undeniable historical evidence about the life of Jesus and other biblical 

accounts, which is a fact with which Hindus cannot argue. 

 Maintaining regular contact with your Hindu friend is the key to sharing your faith. Once he 

realizes that you are a follower of Christ, he may start feeling the usual uneasiness that non-

Christians are known to feel towards Christians (many times, with good reason). Allow him to be 

comfortable around you by not constantly talking about your religion. He will eventually feel 

safe and start talking about himself and his family. Again, refrain from talking about Christianity 

at every opportunity; it can turn away even sincerely interested people. A litmus test as to how 

far you can go will be to put yourself in your neighbor’s shoes and think of how you (he) might 

feel if someone did that to you. Our Hindu friend Rekha was a little upset with our other friend 

Megan and said, “I really like Megan, but the only problem is she always talks about Jesus. She 

forgets that I am a Hindu, not a Christian.” In spite of her good intentions Megan was not able to 

maintain a friendship with Rekha. The friendships we form do not have expiration dates, so 

don’t try to push Jesus in a hurry. If we are faithful in portraying who Jesus is through our life, 

Hindus can’t help but love Him. 

 Try and incorporate traditional Hindu values that are not against the core of the Bible into your 

life for your Hindu friend to see; spirituality, humility, simple living, respecting elders and 

teachers, caring for your parents and older relatives – these are some of the Christ-like qualities 

which Hindus value. They will be drawn to such Christians, and we will be living the way Christ 

wants us to live. 

 Because of the lack of personal relationship with God, Hindus may go through stages of empty 

feelings, including a lack of peace and purpose in life, stress, questioning the meaning of their 

very existence, fears about their future destiny and whether they are doing enough dharma. 

Hearing about a God who loves and forgives us without requiring any works from us may sound 

refreshing to them at such times.  

 It will be very wrong to communicate that our faith is superior to theirs in any way. Let us share 

our faith in Jesus as they share their faith, keeping it a mutual sharing. 

 We have to keep in mind that Hindus consider Christians to be arrogant when we talk about 

Christ as the only way of salvation. They will have no problem accepting Jesus as one of the gods 

because they like and respect Jesus’ teachings. Even though it is important to never compromise 

on the uniqueness of Christ, we should avoid offending Hindus or anyone else at all costs. 

 It is extremely important not to bring up all the negative effects Hinduism has on society. It may 

be tempting to do so when we think of the caste system, child marriage, dowry, superstition and 

many other beliefs that make Hinduism a religion dominated by darkness. Such comments will 

be futile, and although they may win arguments they won’t draw anyone towards Christ. 
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 Hindus dislike the notion of converting. A Hindu has no respect for anyone who is weak and 

‘switches’ his religion. Hindus in general are suspicious of Christian friendship as an approach to 

converting. Our attitude must show that we are not promoting one religion over another, simply 

demonstrating God’s love as we receive it. Jim, a brother from Iowa, spends every spare hour of 

his day helping several Nepali Hindu refugee families who are trying to settle down in this new 

country. He has even started Bible studies with a few of them who have shown interest in 

getting to know the Bible. Recently, Jim had started feeling discouraged about the length of time 

it was taking for him to make any impression on the lives of the Nepali Hindus about Christ. We 

encouraged Jim by asking him to continue to show the love of Christ to his Nepalese friends, 

leaving the rest in God’s hands.  

 Many Hindus are repulsed by several aspects of the western culture which they mistakenly label 

as ‘Christian’. These include anything from sexually explicit television programs to scanty 

clothing. True believers must make every effort never to defend these practices, for they are not 

‘Christian’. We want Hindus to know that we are only interested in Christ, our Lord, not 

Christianity or any other aspects of this religion. That is why we are ‘Christians’, because we 

follow Christ and His ways. 

 We need to be aware of the implications of some of the biblical terms we may use while talking 

to our Hindu friends. ‘Born again’ could mean reincarnation, which is something a Hindu tries to 

avoid. Being referred to as a ‘sinner’ may sound derogatory to a Hindu. Instead, we can say 

‘imperfect people’, including ourselves. Also refrain from referring to them as ‘pagans’, 

‘unsaved’, ‘heathen’ or ‘unbelievers’. These terms sound condescending and rude. 

 You should not rush to invite your Hindu friend to church, small group or to Christian meetings 

until you feel he is ready to take this step. We don’t even recommend randomly giving out 

Gospel tracts. Direct conversations are more personal and show sensitivity on our part. Rushing 

to do such things will only enhance their belief that we are more interested in converting them 

to our ‘religion’ than introducing Christ to them through our life. For the same reason, we 

should not try to push or rush a Hindu to make a decision for Christ. It is not about scoring a 

conversion or how quickly we can get it accomplished. It is all about how a life is transformed by 

the power of the Spirit. Let the Spirit of God who brought him into your life lead him all the way 

to Christ. 

 When the time seems right, we can emphasize this: Salvation (liberation from karma) can only 

be found through divine grace. Since it is divine, it is offered to all who commit their lives in 

devotion to God (salvation by faith). Human accomplishments (dharma) will not earn us 

salvation because they are of human efforts.  If we ever speak of hell, it should be done with 

great sadness and not a day too soon. Hindus’ concept of hell is not as the eternal destiny. They 

will be horrified and repulsed at our description of hell and at a God who would send anyone to 

perish there. Never be cocky and judgmental. Remember, the Bible says that Jesus must become 

greater and we must decrease (John 3:30). As Christianity takes a backseat, Christ and His 

message will be elevated in the eyes of Hindus. 

 Sharing how and why we came to faith and how God answers our prayers will make a powerful 

impact on a Hindu. We must talk about the healing we have experienced (physical and spiritual) 

and answers to prayers. Large numbers of Hindus have been drawn to Christ after experiencing 
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miraculous healing. Dr. Dhinakaran, a powerful evangelist who started Jesus Calls Ministry in 

India, has led thousands of Hindus to the feet of Christ through his healing ministry. Use every 

opportunity to cite a parable or an incident from the life of Jesus to your Hindu friend. Stories 

like that of the love of a father for his prodigal son (Luke 15), the good Samaritan who helped 

the injured traveler while the pious Jew walked away (John 4), or the prostitute who was caught 

sinning (John 8) and was forgiven by Jesus will demonstrate the essence of Jesus’ revolutionary  

teachings that Hindus will  love.    

 Be honest to acknowledge the mystery of God and your lack of full understanding of Him. 

Hindus, more than others, appreciate those who have a deep sense of mystery about God and 

life.  There will be times when we may not be able to give full explanations or answers to their 

questions (1 Tim. 6:16).  At such times, it is good to admit that fact, and tell them that you will 

try to find answers from a pastor or someone who may have more knowledge.  It is also a sign of 

humility to accept that there are many aspects about God that cannot be explained in human 

terms, and therefore we simply accept them by faith. 

 

 It is important to never suggest to a new follower of Christ that he should separate himself from 

the rest of his family so that he can follow the ‘Christian way’ of life. Instead, we must 

encourage him to maintain contact even under difficult conditions so that he can be the bridge 

that will connect other members of his family to Christ. Don’t try and be the helicopter that will 

pluck a new believer out of his surroundings and situate him among other Christians.  

 

 We need to be there to help and support a new believer in every area where he may need help, 

as he starts the bewildering process of getting anchored in his new faith. He may have many 

hurdles to cross as he deals with his family and community. He will naturally not want to sever 

any relationships. Some will be going through severe persecution including physical harm, which 

is more commonly true for women. You must be like an anchor to your friend during these 

times, someone he can lean on and turn to for help and advice. Donald McGavran, missionary to 

India and founder of Church Growth Movement, emphasized the importance of allowing 

persons to become Christians without forcing them to cross cultural barriers (McGavran 

published his ideas about cross-cultural ministry in the Church Growth Bulletin, which he 

founded). 

 In Hinduism, it is often impossible to distinguish between what is sacred and secular. This 

mindset may compound the difficulty a new believer may already face as he tries to figure out 

how much he needs to change from his old ways to be a ‘good Christian’. As his friend, you need 

to walk alongside, helping as he sifts through his past life as a Hindu. As he tries to figure out 

what cultural habits he can continue to keep and the habits with religious overtones that he 

should leave behind, you should remain at his side as his steadfast friend. Your advice in these 

matters should be strictly biblical and not out of the ‘Christian culture’. Never be the stumbling 

block that may cause a new believer to stumble as he gingerly navigates his new life in unknown 

waters. 

 Wearing Indian clothing, men and women worshipping separately, sitting on the floor during 

worship and preferring not to eat meat or beef are some examples of cultural habits that a new 
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Hindu believer can continue to follow while still fitting in the Christian community. The Bible 

warns us about putting this unnecessary yolk on a new believer in areas that are non-essentials 

(1 Cor. 7:17-24). 

 Be a steadfast friend. Encourage, empower and show true Christian love to your friend as you 

walk with him in a joint journey, so that he will walk toward Christ with confidence. 

 

Walking alongside a Hindu: 

If Hindus experience the true Jesus, the fullness of His love and what He can do for those who 

follow Him, they cannot help but embrace Him. It is our responsibility to present Christianity as 

life and power, not another religion, and church as a spiritual community, not another 

institution. David McCasland’s words clearly define our mission while witnessing to Hindus: 

“Witnessing for Christ can be a one-time event when we speak the Good News about Him to 

others. But, it may also involve walking alongside people who are seeking help and wholeness. 

Our genuine interest in their spiritual welfare, our prayers and our involvement with them says 

without words, ‘Come and see. Let’s walk together, and I’ll take you to Him.’” 
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Authors’ Postscript: 

Unlike before, we don’t have to travel to India on mission trips to meet and talk to Hindus about why 

only Jesus can forgive their sins and give them eternal life (Acts 4:12). In His desire to gather Hindus into 

His kingdom, God has been bringing them out of India and into our neighborhoods (John 3:16). Do we 

have any more excuses for not paying attention to what God is doing during these last days?  We have a 

great responsibility to tell the Hindus and Muslims whom God is bringing to our doorsteps about Jesus 

and His love for them. We cannot be complacent and stay in our own Christian bubble. The real Jesus is 

often overshadowed and tainted by Christians, church and Christianity. Our desire is that Jesus will be 

presented to Hindus as a loving, gracious and just God who desires to include every single person into 

His kingdom and to Himself. He is not only the God of Christians or those who attend church; He is also 

the God of Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, Sikhs, Jains and all nations and tribes. God sent St. Thomas to 

India right after the death and resurrection of Jesus. The magi came from the east to worship baby Jesus 

and were changed by that extraordinary experience. Clearly, God’s heart longs for Hindus to know Him.  

Christ’s message is still muffled in India, and we have the responsibility to tell Hindus about Jesus. 

We have approached the daunting task of reaching Hindus across the cultural divide by using the 

principle and model that are given in the Bible, which is the blue print we can use for telling an idol 

worshipping people about the God of the Bible. It involves getting to know your Hindu neighbor and his 

faith well enough so that you actually become like him.  Sharing with him about yourself and your faith 

in Jesus while listening to him talk about his faith will enable you to find connecting (bridge) points 

between the two cultures and faiths.  Bridging what your Hindu neighbor is familiar with to Christ and 

His message will contextualize the Gospel message in a powerful way.  You must cross the bridge to go 

over to his side and walk him across to bring him to Jesus. You walk with your Hindu neighbor 

throughout this journey until he encounters Jesus and then support him as he gets anchored in his new 

faith.  You must be willing and ready to go for the long journey. 

We have presented a lot of information about who Hindus are and what they believe. Followers of Jesus 

need to walk with Hindus, dialogue with them, pray for them and show Jesus to them through our 

everyday life and friendship. Hindus do not need one more Christian inviting them to church, Christmas 

plays or methodically handing out evangelistic tracts. What they need is to see the loving and caring 

Jesus lived out through our lives as we profess to follow Him. Hindus need to be assured that they don’t 

have to leave their Hindu heritage to follow Christianity. They only need to follow the ways of Jesus, 

who promised to lead His devotees to heaven.  
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Glossary 

ahimsa                  non-violence 

atman                   individual soul 

avatar                   incarnation of God in material form 

bhakti                     loving devotion (to god) 

Brahman               supreme spirit, universal soul 

Brahmin                priestly Hindu caste 

caste                     social system of a stratified society 

dharma                  duty, good works 

guru                        teacher (spiritual) 

karma                     action, the law of cause and effect, works (used as bad deeds or sin) 

mantra                    holy words, verses used for Hindu meditation 

moksha                 salvation, ultimate release from existence 

puja                       worship with rituals 

reincarnation      cycle of births and deaths 

samsara                reincarnation, cycle of births and deaths    

Sanskrit                ancient Indian language  
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